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February 16, 2026

Dear Ohio General Government Committee,

| write with hope that you will pay attention to the facts regarding Senate Bill 63 and that you will not
allow yourselves to be corrupted by bad-faith arguments attempting to deceive you into voting for a
bill that undermines Ohio cities’ constitutional home rule powers of local self-government.

While | urge you to read all of the opposition testimony submitted in the Senate — including my letter
co-signed by other local elected officials from across the political spectrum (representing both major
parties and more) — | add the following updates from the past year:

The City of Stow’s Charter Review Commission, composed of citizens across the political spectrum
including both major parties, voted last year to recommend a Charter Amendment for Ranked Choice
Voting in accordance with the National Civic League’s Model Charter and other civic groups assisting
municipalities with making our elections more truly free and fair. Unfortunately, Council cited SB63’s
threat to subvert the Ohio Constitution by withholding Local Government Funds as a reason to deny
the Commission’s recommendation and prevent Stow’s citizens from voting on it.

Should cities not be allowed to require a majority to win if more than two candidates run? Or would
you prefer cities that aim to uphold majority rule be forced to run traditional runoffs instead of instant
runoffs? What excuse do you have to interfere in local elections to suppress voters’ choices beyond
the types of disinformation pushed by billionaires who funded much of the proponent testimony?
(Source: ohagainstextremism.substack.com/p/finally-bipartisan-support-to-checks)

Now, in my individual capacity as President of Stow City Council, | testify that although we have not
formally voted this term, a majority of my colleagues are on record opposing such infringements on
the Charter of the City of Stow and the Constitution of the State of Ohio we swore oaths to uphold.
This is not and should not be a partisan issue. Please join us uphold the spirit and letter of your oaths
by rejecting SB63 and any such attempts to undermine Ohio cities’ constitutional home rule authority.

Thank you,
Kyle Herman

President of Stow City Council
KHerman@stow.oh.us
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