Chairwoman Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the General Government
Committee,

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Mackenzie Doyle and | am a resident of Cincinnati, OH
and the Justice Promoter for the Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati. | am strongly opposed to Senate Bill 63.

As a citizen concerned about the lack of democracy in Ohio politics, especially in regards to voting rights,
gerrymandering, and dark money influencing elections, ranked choice voting could be helpful to dismantle
some of the authoritarian tactics that the legislature has been using to maintain its control over Ohioans.

It is unfair to Ohioans to prevent us from even trying rank choice voting, showing that it simply threatens your
power. If you were really our public representatives, you would seek options that would increase
representation for all Ohioans, not just the extremes of our state.

The American Bar Association did review research about ranked choice voting. It concluded that: “[t]his report
found that RCV increases voter turnout and does so among both low and high-socioeconomic voters. There is
evidence it decreases negative campaigning and can lead to the election of candidates with a broader base of
support, including more moderate candidates. It appears to increase the number of candidates running for
office (at least for some time) and may produce more diverse candidate pools, which can improve the

representation of the public by elected officials.”*

None of those seem bad for Ohio, given that right now,
candidates who face no opposition in the primary, win the general election easily due to gerrymandering. How

is that a competitive or a representative election?

While, report does highlight additional needs for research, places in the United States that have tried ranked
choice voting haven’t found widespread confusion among voters, provided there are voter education
campaigns acclimating people to the new system.

Overall, I don’t understand why we are banning and penalizing ranked choice voting in Ohio (knowing there is
a home rule exception) when it could be helpful to creating an actual democracy in the state.

Thank you for your time and consideration,
Mackenzie Doyle

Justice Promoter for the Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati
mackenzie.doyle@srcharitycinti.org
513-347-1410

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public interest/election law/american-democracy/our-work/what-we-k

now-about-ranked-choice-voting-2025/

Ihttps://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_interest/election_law/american-democracy/our-work/what-we-
know-about-ranked-choice-voting-2025/
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