Chair Ray, Vice Chair LeRay, Ranking Member Brent, and Honorable Members of the
Committee:

Thank you for taking the time to read my testimony. | am David Taylor and | live in North
Ridgeville where | was born and raised. Ohio has a long history of lacking representation for its
citizens. Gerrymandering has made nearly every district uncontestable. We are working with
unconstitutional maps. And the Senate wants to make it even more unrepresentative by banning
ranked choice voting! Something that is ALSO unconstitutional because it violates home rule
provisions.

Ranked choice voting, by requiring a majority, makes our government a more representative
democracy. Lawmakers at the capital are supposed to work for us. Not the other way around.
Currently, because of gerrymandering, a politician only needs to win the primary... an election
that most in Ohio do not participate in.

In Clermont County, a man named David Taylor—no relation to me—won his party's primary
with just 25.5% of the vote. His district spans from Cincinnati almost to Marietta, covering nearly
788,000 people. Only about 26,000 voted for him. That means just over 3% of the people he
represents actually chose him.

Now, | know not everyone votes, and not everyone is registered—but representation isn’t just for
voters. It's for everyone: children, workers, retirees, people who’ve given up on the process.
Representatives are supposed to serve the whole district, not just the few who showed up to a
primary. When only a sliver of the population picks the person making big decisions, it's hard to
call that real democracy.

With a ranked ballot, whoever wins has to achieve a majority. More than 50%. That means they
must represent more than the 3% of the people who vote in the primary.

Please vote no on SB 63 so that the 97% of our state can have some representation in our
government.

Thank you
David Taylor


https://ballotpedia.org/David_Taylor_(Ohio)

