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Dear Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe and Members of the General Government Committee,

I am testifying on behalf of RepresentWomen to express opposition to SB 63, which bans RCV
from being used in any state elections in Ohio and withholds state funds from any city or county
that uses RCV in their local elections.

The organization where I serve as Programs and Partnerships Manager, RepresentWomen, tracks
electoral outcomes for women in jurisdictions with ranked choice voting (RCV). Our overall
mission is to increase gender balance in elected office and address the barriers women face in
politics. Ranked choice voting is a proven strategy that removes barriers for women to seek
and win elected office, and it’s imperative that cities and municipalities in Ohio have the
ability to adopt ranked choice voting if their residents choose to do so — through both a
local governing vote (by town meeting or city council) and a general vote of the public.

In jurisdictions where RCV is utilized, women hold 52% of seats — almost twice the norm in
places without RCV.

In both theory and practice, RCV eliminates the barriers women face in plurality, or
winner-take-all elections, which creates more opportunities for women to run successfully. Our
research finds that women have better opportunities to run in and win RCV elections because
split votes among like candidates are eliminated. RCV elections also provide an incentive for
candidates to find common ground, because candidates are looking for “rank-me-second” votes
from their opponents’ supporters, which in turn can lead to more civil campaigns. We also find
that when voters have the ability to express their true preferences rather than vote strategically,
more women win.

In addition to creating more civility in campaigns, RCV is also a cost savings tool as it creates
instant runoffs as opposed to spending tax payer dollars to hold special elections when races are
close.

There are several cities of different sizes, in all regions of this country that have successfully
implemented RCV. Data shows that voters, across economic, age and racial lines, in those cities
have found the process of ranking their preferred candidates to be easy to use and expressed
satisfaction with the system of RCV. Banning RCV would deny voters in Ohio the opportunity
to have a say in improving the democratic process.
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I ask you to consider RepresentWomen'’s testimony and oppose SB 63.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

Tamaya Dennard
Programs & Partnerships Manager



