
February 16, 2026 
 
Dear Honorable Chair, Sharon Ray; Honorable Vice Chair Jeff LaRe; Honorable Ranking 
Member Juanita O. Brent; and Honorable Committee Members:  
 
I write to you, in opposition of Senate Bill 63, which would ban Ranked Choice Voting from 
municipal elections. Ranked Choice Voting, otherwise known as instant run off, is a way for 
voters to have more of a 'choice' in determination of elections and who will serve them. 
Ranked Choice Voting provides voters more of a voice in who represents them and saves 
taxpayers money, due to the elimination of the primary election. It increases and improves 
access to the ballot for both voters and candidates as more candidates may have 
considered running consider running. In a time when the people’s trust in government has 
never been lower, Ranked Choice Voting engages the electorate by providing the 
opportunity to have a choice in who they vote for without feeling as though they are wasting 
their votes, because in Ranked Choice Voting, every vote is counted.   
 
As a member of Lakewood City Council and advocate for Ranked Choice Voting, I have 
found myself educating individuals regarding Ranked Choice Voting. There is, 
understandably, quite a bit of misinformation and fear surrounding Ranked Choice Voting. 
Yet, some of these same individuals express frustration with the current state of our 
democracy and voting system, and yet when faced with a solution to strengthen 
democracy and ballot access, the fear of change and unknowns take hold.  
 
This country will celebrate it’s 250th birthday this coming July. Certainly, the framers of the 
American Constitution were not able to fully see in the future, when they framed how this 
country would work and operate and what it would look like, and how it would dramatically 
change and shift. Ranked Choice Voting is a dramatic shift and solution from the status 
quo. Change is hard but change can be particularly good when it is to improve. 
 
I do not believe that one has to believe or support Ranked Choice Voting to oppose this bill. 
In fact, it is okay to disagree on this issue. Even if a person is on the fence or doesn’t agree 
with Ranked Choice Voting, this bill can be opposed on the premise of state overreach in 
municipal affairs and a violation of the balance of power. The State of Ohio should not be 
limiting the power and authority of local municipalities in this manner and certainly should 
not levy a penalty for those that would defy this bill if passed.  
 
I implore and strongly urge you to allow municipalities to exercise their home rule.  
 
Respectfully, 

Angelina Hamilton Steiner 
At-Large Councilmember, City of Lakewood 


