Opponent Testimony of SB 63

February 16, 2026

Chairman Ray, Vice Chairman LaRe, Ranking Member Brent and members of the
General Government Committee, | wish to testify in opposition to SB 63.

This bill, which effectively would ban ranked-choice voting in Ohio, is in violation of the
principle of home rule and local self-government which was enacted into our Ohio
Constitution in 1912. This principle recognizes that government works best where it is
closest to the people. Also, this allows communities to experiment with laws and policies
that meet their local needs. Furthermore, in a democracy, the people in a community
should be able to enact and enforce local laws for their health, safety, and welfare as
long as those laws do not conflict with constitutional rights of natural persons.

There is no overriding state interest — as if often used to justify preempting local
authority - in banning ranked-choice voting in Ohio, only misguided party interests. In
fact, many have argued that ranked-choice voting benefits both Democrats and
Republicans, and especially the electorate.

Regarding ranked-choice voting (RCV), Walter Olson of the CATA Institute stated,
‘RCV improves elections by letting voters communicate much richer data about their
preferences. It probably also tends to help the sorts of candidates who appeal to many
kinds of voters, not just a narrow, super-committed base. That's good news, not bad,
for both Republicans and Democrats in search of high-quality candidates.”

Recently, concerning a data center project in Hilliard where Amazon is installing a
natural gas power system over objections of local residents and officials, Senator
DeMora — a cosponsor of this bill - stated, “We have to let local people decide what'’s
best for their local communities, instead of the state cramming things down their
throats.” | couldn’t agree more.

Throughout the country, polls have repeatedly shown that voters like ranked-choice
voting, they understand it, and wish to keep it. Recall in 2024 that Alaskan voters
defeated an attempt to repeal ranked-choice voting.



State officials have to let democracy and local self-government rule, allow communities
to experiment to make their lives better, and trust them to alter or repeal local laws if
they do not meet their needs. That is why | ask you to vote against SB 63 and let the
people decide.

Thank you.

Respectfully,

William Lyons

Columbus, Ohio



