
Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the House General 
Government Committee, 

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Joseph Kaiser. I am a resident of 
Norwalk in Huron County, Ohio, and an engaged voter who cares deeply about fair, accessible, 
and representative elections. I am strongly opposed to SB 63. 

Like many Ohioans, I believe our election system should encourage participation and ensure 
that elected officials reflect the broad support of their communities. Ranked choice voting is 
simply a different ballot-counting method that allows voters to express preferences more fully 
without forcing strategic voting or discouraging participation. Prohibiting local communities from 
even considering this option removes flexibility and prevents municipalities from responding to 
their own unique electoral needs. 

Across the country, jurisdictions that have adopted ranked choice voting have reported higher 
voter satisfaction and fewer “spoiler” concerns, helping voters feel that their voices matter even 
if their first choice does not win. Rather than banning innovation outright, Ohio should allow 
careful study, pilot programs, and local decision-making. A statewide prohibition shuts down 
experimentation before evidence can be meaningfully evaluated. 

I am also concerned that SB 63 represents unnecessary government overreach into local 
governance. Communities should retain the authority to decide how best to conduct their 
elections within constitutional bounds. Preventing them from exploring lawful election methods 
limits democratic choice rather than protecting it. 

I ask you to consider my testimony and vote NO on this unnecessary government overreach bill. 
Thank you again for the opportunity to testify. 

Sincerely,​
Joseph Kaiser​
Norwalk, Ohio 

 


