February 13, 2026

Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the House General
Government Committee,

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My nhame is Deborah Hogshead. | am a 70-year-
old registered voter. | strongly oppose SB 63.

| oppose SB 63 for a number of reasons, among them: (1) local elections attract very few
candidates from which to choose and (2) the tendency of the few who do run to rely on
smear campaigns against opponents rather than substantive messages as to why they may
be the better candidate.

Case in point, the 2023 mayoral election in Troy, Ohio, where | reside. In that race, there
were only two candidates, both of them Republican. | happen to be a Democrat, but to
have a voice in the election of Troy’s mayor, | had to vote a Republican ticket in the May
primary. The election was preceded by a rather negative, misleading campaign message
mailed to households by one of the candidates to sully the reputation of her opponent.

With ranked choice voting, these two problems could be averted. It has been suggested
that elections using ranked choice voting encourage more candidates, across the political
spectrum, to run for office. With more candidates running, successful campaigns are
expected to rely more on substance and less on negativity, which in turn, may attract more
candidates to run in the future, giving voters more of a choice.

Ohio is a Home Rule state, which allows municipalities to make some of their own
decisions regarding local governance as long as it doesn’t violate state or federal laws. An
Ohio law banning a municipality’s right to choose to use ranked choice voting violates the
spirit of Home Rule.

| ask you to consider my testimony, respect Ohioans’ right to self-government through
Home Rule, and vote NO on this bill that bans Ohio cities from implementing ranked choice
voting. Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.

Deborah L. Hogshead
421 S. Plum St.
Troy, OH 45373



