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On behalf of the Ranked Choice Voting Resource Center (RCVRC), we offer this informational
testimony on SB 63. RCVRC is a 501(c)(3) nonpartisan nonprofit whose mission is to help make
ranked choice voting elections successful. We support ranked choice voting (RCV)
implementations nationwide by providing best practices, software tools, educational material,
and other resources to anyone interested in the voting method. With decades of experience
managing elections, our team has also administered statewide, municipal, and district RCV
elections.

SB 63 proposes prohibiting ranked choice voting elections in Ohio. Additionally, the bill proposes
financial penalties on municipal corporations and chartered counties if they adopt ranked choice
voting using their home rule powers. We are submitting this testimony to address questions
raised about RCV implementation in the state of Ohio.

Voting Equipment

In Ohio, all 88 counties have voting systems that are capable of conducting an RCV election."
All five voting system vendors in Ohio (Clear Ballot, ES&S, Hart, Liberty, & Unisyn) have been
used in RCV elections across the country. In fact, the versions of ES&S, Hart, Liberty, and
Unisyn equipment currently certified for use in Ohio have been certified by the federal Election
Assistance Commission (EAC) for RCV capability.? Clear Ballot’'s most recent voting system
version also includes RCV capability and was just certified by the EAC last year.> RCVRC has
developed RCV counting software, known as RCTab, which has been used as an add-on to
voting systems to produce RCV results.* RCTab has more than 11 million ballots across 170
RCV contests. RCTab is federally tested, open-source software and available online via this link:
http://github.com/brightspots/rcv. Additional information about voting system capabilities and
changes needed to implement RCV are included in Ohio’s RCV Maps Assessment.®

' Ranked Choice Voting Resource Center, Ohio RCV Maps Assessment (2025),
https://www.rcvresources.org/ohio-state-assessment.

2 Election Assistance Commission, Certificate of Conformance ES&S EVS 6.5.0.0 (July 24, 2024),
https://tinyurl.com/mr3nax85; Election Assistance Commission, Certificate of Conformance Hart Verity
Voting 2.7 (June 7, 2022), https://tinyurl.com/bdhk3rmz; Election Assistance Commission, Certificate of
Conformance Dominion Voting Systems & Democracy Suite 5.20 (Feb. 4, 2025),
hitps://tinyurl.com/3fmk7stt; Election Assistance Commission, Certificate of Conformance Unisyn
OpenElect 2.2.3 (Aug. 22, 2023), https://tinyurl.com/3cx5uh5x

3 Election Assistance Commission, Certificate of Conformance Clear Ballot ClearVote 2.5 (Nov. 19, 2025),
https://tinyurl.com/2b4vzc7b.

4 RCTab can also be used as a verification tool post-election, provided it is not used to produce official
results.

® Ranked Choice Voting Resource Center, supra note 1.



http://github.com/brightspots/rcv
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/2025-11/Certificate_and_Scope_of_Conformance_CBG_CV_2.5.pdf
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/2024-09/ESS%20EVS%206500%20Certificate%20and%20Scope%20of%20Conformance%20UPDATED%2092424.pdf
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/voting_system/files/Cert.%20and%20Scope%20of%20Conformance%20Verity%20Voting%202.7%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/2025-02/DVS%205.20%20Certificate%20and%20Scope%20of%20Conformance.pdf
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/2023-08/Unisyn%20OpenElect%202.2.3%20Certificate%20and%20Scope%208.21.23.pdf
https://www.rcvresources.org/ohio-state-assessment

Producing RCV Results

Providing timely and transparent election results builds trust in those results, in both RCV and
non-RCV contests. Both unofficial and final, certified RCV results can be produced on the same
timeline as existing non-RCV contests, including unofficial election night results. Votes that have
already been processed and centralized, like those from early voting and mail-in ballots, can be
released as the first set of unofficial round-by-round results in RCV elections. As more data
arrives, jurisdictions can release additional round-by-round results, just like they would for
non-RCV contests. Generating round-by-round results takes seconds or minutes using modern
equipment.

Displaying round-by-round results in an easy-to-understand format is fundamental to ensuring
voters understand and accept the results, as RCV results provide voters with more information
than plurality contests. The Center for Civic Design has identified best practices for results
reporting, such as clearly labeling interim results as unofficial and using visualizations for rounds
of counting with clear, plain language explanations about the counting process.®

One of the final steps in an election is to certify the results. In jurisdictions that have adopted
RCV, election officials produce final round-by-round results using certified election software. The
other major change will be to any certified results reports, which should be updated to include
round-by-round counting information from a contest.

We are available to address any questions about RCV and implementation best practices based
on our experiences implementing RCV in cities and states across the country.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide information about RCV implementation.
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& Center for Civic Design, Best Practices Displaying Ranked Choice Voting Election Results, 2 (Aug.
2022),
https://civicdesign.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/CCD-RCV-Best-Practices-Displaying-election-results-
2022.pdf; Ranked Choice Voting Resource Center, Reports, https://www.rcvresources.org/reports (last
visited May 7, 2025).
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