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Chairwoman Ray, Vice Chairman LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the General 
Government Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on Senate Bill 63. 

I have been voting in Ohio for more than fifty years. During that time, I have watched with 
growing concern as access to the ballot has steadily narrowed. Stricter voter ID requirements, 
reduced early voting periods, new affidavit rules for ballot drop-offs, and limiting drop boxes to 
just one per county have all made it more difficult for Ohioans to cast their votes. Given the 
outcomes of recent statewide elections, it is clear these measures are not addressing widespread 
voter fraud—which remains exceedingly rare—but instead are making voting more burdensome. 

Now we are considering legislation that would prohibit counties, townships, and municipalities 
from adopting ranked-choice voting. Senate Bill 63 represents a direct intrusion into home rule 
authority and would prevent local governments from exploring an election system that could 
increase voter engagement, reduce polarization, and promote more issue-focused campaigns. 

Ranked-choice voting allows voters to express their preferences more fully. It can ensure that 
winners reflect broader support and can reduce the impact of divisive, plurality-only outcomes. 
Prohibiting municipalities from even considering this option sends a troubling message: that 
local innovation in strengthening democracy will not be tolerated. 

I have heard the argument that ranked-choice voting would be too confusing for Ohio voters. Yet 
jurisdictions in 24 states have implemented it successfully, including Maine and Alaska. Voters 
in those states—hardly political outliers—have demonstrated that they are fully capable of 
understanding and participating in this system. If voters there can navigate ranked-choice ballots, 
Ohio voters certainly can as well, particularly when local governments choose to adopt and 
properly implement it. 

This bill is not about protecting voters. It is about preventing communities from choosing a 
system that could broaden participation and improve civic engagement. If ranked-choice voting 
truly fails to serve voters, communities will abandon it. But that decision should belong to 
them—not to the state legislature. 

I urge you to stand for local control, expanded voter participation, and democratic innovation by 
voting no on Senate Bill 63. Let Ohio communities determine for themselves how best to 
conduct their elections. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Jay Zenitsky 

 


