TESTIMONY OF MELISSA K. ENGLISH
TO THE OHIO HOUSE GENERAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
2/16/26

Chairperson Ray, Vice Chairperson LaRe, Ranking Member Brent and members of the committee my
name is Melissa English and I represent only myself today.

I urge you to look within your hearts for the spirit of fairness and in the interest of average Ohioans
vote against SB 63. SB 63 represents not only government over reach, but also a means to further
disenfranchise voters who might participate in elections if they saw their own interests or positions
represented by a range of candidates whose campaigns weren't rendered unviable by gerrymandering
and a stifling two-party system.

Elections are meant to implement the will of the people through majority rule. However, our system
currently permits candidates to be elected with less than a majority of the vote. If municipalities wish to
correct that system, they should not be prevented from doing so. Domination of a single party is bad for
the majority of Ohioans, regardless of which party prevails. Republicans and Democrats alike
recognize this in states like Alaska, Utah and Virginia.

SB 63’s attempt to get around local home rule by financially penalizing municipalities that enact
ranked choice voting is duplicitous and sad. My taxes help create the Local Government Fund and I
support that money going toward free and fair contests that elect candidates with majority support.
Please stop this travesty in committee by voting no on SB 63.

Thank you.



