To the Ohio House General Government Community

Opposition Testimony on Ohio Senate Bill 63

| oppose Senate Bill 63 because it conflicts with the principles of the Ohio Constitution.
Under Article XVIII, municipalities have the power to exercise local self-government-
home rule authority. The structure and administration of local elections fall within that
authority. Senate bill 63 is therefore unconstitutional. Voting against it will save the time,
effort and money of having it repealed in court.

The Ohio Constitution was designed to limit centralized overreach and protect local
governance. A blanket prohibition on ranked choice voting undermines that balance of
power. If a municipality chooses to adopt ranked choice voting through lawful processes,
that decision reflects the will of its voters. The state should not invalidate that choice.

Ranked choice voting (RCV) promotes majority support regardless of party. It ensures
that winning candidates earn broader backing rather than prevailing with a small
plurality.In crowded races, RCV reduces “spoiler” dynamics and encourages more civil
campaigns. Banning RCV is a solution in search of a problem. This bill limits voter
choice rather than expanding it. Ranked choice voting gives voters more options and
more voice.

Furthermore, If a community does not want ranked choice voting, they can choose not to
adopt it. There is no need for a statewide prohibition that overrides local
decision-making.

For these reasons, | respectfully urge you to oppose Senate Bill 63.

Sincerely,
Jilaine Anderson
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