
Chairwoman Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Bren, and other members of the 
House General Government Committee, 
 
I want to thank you for hearing the testimony of myself and other concerned Ohioans 
today. My name is Robert Agle, I grew up in Columbus and now live in Cincinnati. 
 
I am opposed to SB63 on the basis of its blatant unconstitutionality. It is outrageous and 
excessive to propose ransoming critical funds from local governments over adopting an 
electoral reform like ranked choice voting. It borders on taxation without representation. 
Why should my tax dollars be collected if their use in supporting my fellow Ohioans can 
be so frivolously withheld? If voters in a municipality vote to celebrate their heritage, go 
back to their roots, and return to their historical election system (as 5 of our cities could), 
and their state government punishes them by withholding funds, why should they keep 
paying taxes to that state? I want to know why the advocates of this bill are resorting to 
financially coercing local communities. That's what SB63 is--financial coercion. 
Supporters of SB63 know that they can't outright ban a local government from deciding 
for itself how it holds democratic elections, so they are trying to get around the Ohio 
Constitution and manipulate local governments financially. 
 
The right of our communities to determine for ourselves how we organize our 
governments and hold our elections should not be infringed. Ohio led the country over 
100 years ago with five communities (Cincinnati, Hamilton, Toledo, Ashtabula, and 
Cleveland) implementing ranked choice voting. These reforms came along with a 
nationwide movement for people power including referendums, citizen initiatives, direct 
election of Senators, and primary elections. Back then, people felt that corrupt party 
machines and special interests had too much power in politics. They were upset that the 
politicians were too comfortable choosing their voters, and that voters had little power to 
choose their representatives. Many of us feel the same way today.  
 
I'll ask another question: Do you want to stand in the way or do you want to help Ohio 
once again lead the nation in civic engagement and representation? I want to see this 
Statehouse live up its majority’s platform to "defend the rights of a free people against 
any form of unjust coercion in government". There is no justification for subverting the 
Ohio Constitution's guarantee to municipalities of "all powers of local self government". I 
urge all members of the Ohio House General Government Committee not to pass SB63. 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 


