February 16, 2026

Grandview Heights Councilmember Michelle Kozak
906 Copeland Road
Grandview Heights, OH 43212

Chairperson Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the General
Government Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. As a member of the Grandview Heights
City Council,  am writing to express my opposition to SB63 and its overreach in trying to
limit our home rule authority. Using the local government fund to try and prevent
municipalities from having their communities use Rank Choice Voting is inappropriate and
undemocratic. It sets a dangerous precedent for future legislation where the local
government fund might be weaponized to prevent municipalities from crafting legislation
that is best for their communities.

Rank Choice Voting has been used in Australia and Ireland for 100 years, both places
having millions of voters. It has been used in New York City for their mayoral and council
races. It was successfully used in five cities in Ohio from 1913-1960, and it helped elect the
first women and people of color in some of these communities. Local governmentis a
place where these decisions should be researched and implemented.

| request that the committee oppose this bill.

Sincerely,

Grandview Heights Councilmember Michelle Kozak
kozakm@sbcglobal.net
mkozak@grandviewheights.gov



