Testimony in Opposition to Ohio SB 63

Lucy Farr
2599 Riverside Dr. Apt 4C
Columbus, OH 43221

Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the General Government
Committee:

My name is Lucy Farr, and | am a proud resident of Columbus. | am writing to respectfully urge
you to oppose Ohio Senate Bill 63, which would prohibit the use of ranked choice voting (RCV)
in our state.

Voting is the cornerstone of a functioning democracy. It is how citizens hold leaders
accountable, express their values, and shape the future of their communities. In a time when
public trust in institutions is strained and civic participation is uneven, our focus as a state
should be on strengthening democratic engagement—not restricting tools that may increase it.

Ranked choice voting is designed to give voters more voice, not less. It allows individuals to
rank candidates in order of preference, empowering them to vote honestly without fear of
“‘wasting” their vote. This system encourages broader participation, more thoughtful campaigns,
and outcomes that reflect wider consensus. When voters feel their voices truly matter, they are
more likely to participate.

One of the most pressing challenges facing our democracy today is voter turnout. Too many
citizens feel disengaged, discouraged, or convinced that their vote will not make a difference.
Rather than closing the door on reforms that could energize participation, we should be asking
how to bring more people into the democratic process.

I am genuinely confused as to why the state government would seek to prohibit a system that
has the potential to increase voter turnout and strengthen civic engagement. If our goal is a
healthy democracy, we should welcome methods that invite more people to the table.
Preventing local communities from even considering ranked choice voting sends the opposite
message.

Local control has long been a valued principle in Ohio. Cities like Columbus should have the
freedom to explore election systems that best serve their residents. A statewide ban removes
that choice and limits our ability to innovate in ways that could make elections more
representative and participatory.

At its heart, this issue is about whether we want more Ohioans to vote—or fewer. | believe
strongly that our democracy is strongest when participation is high, voices are heard, and
outcomes reflect the will of an engaged electorate. For these reasons, | respectfully urge you to
oppose SB 63.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Lucy Farr



