Unlike the other testimony you are hearing today, this is not an appeal to good-government
principles or morality. It is an appeal to the political self-interest of the Republican
members of this committee.

This is the election result in Ohio's 9th Congressional District in 2024:

Democrat Marcy Kaptur 181,098 48.3%
Republican Derek Merrin 178,716 47.6%

Libertarian Tom Pruss 15,381 4.1%

Kaptur held her seat by 0.7%: less than a quarter of the share of votes won by the
Libertarian candidate. Those votes could easily have been decisive, and | can show that
they were decisive.

Assume in 2024 this:
Almost everyone voting for Moreno voted for Trump

Almost everyone voting for Harris voted for Brown

5,767,788 POTUS votes

5,704,620 Senate votes

Trump votes total 3,180,116

From Moreno supporters 2,857,383

So 322,733 votes came from voters for Brown, Kissick, and none in Senate race
Brown - Harris = 117,250; assume almost all of that is going to Trump

That leaves 205,483 from Kissick and none

Voting for President but not Senate: 63,168



So with that as maximum from none, at least 142,315 must have come from Kissick
supporters

This is 72% of Kissick's support, minimum (because it's assumed that almost all of Brown
minus Harris, and no-votes for Senate, went to Trump)

The resultis clear: Libertarians take most of their votes from Republicans. If this proportion
held, less than a third of Pruss voters switching to Derek Merrin would have won him the
seat.

This has happened many times recently. Such probable Libertarian spoiler cases since
2016: CO-08 (2022), IA-03 (2020), Governor of Kentucky (2019), and PA-15 (2018), per a
Split Ticket analysis from Harrison Levelle and Armin Thomas.

But you don't have to take all that as proof. Some pro-Democrat big donors understood
these facts. And they provided the funding to get the Libertarian Party of Ohio its minor
party status in 2024 to produce precisely this result. They hired a company called
Advanced Micro Targeting to send paid petition circulators to Ohio to get the signatures to
get the Libertarians minor party status, because they knew that they could exploit the
spoiler effect by getting Libertarian candidates on the ballot. And, in the 9th Congressional
District, it worked.

The conclusion is clear. If ranked choice voting had been in use in Ohio in 2024,
Republicans on this committee, your party would have another seat in Congress right now.
And with how slim the Republican majority in the US House is, that means Mike Johnson
would have had a significantly easier time wrangling his caucus and passing the legislation
that your party wants.

And 2024 was not the end of this. In 2024, the Libertarian Party of Ohio had to rush to regain
minor party status and had little time to recruit candidates. This time, we have spent the
last two years recruiting candidates and doing what needs to be done to get them on the
ballot. We will have a nominee for Governor, and another for US Senate, both expected to
be close contests. We are running candidates for Congress, and for this legislature, in
districts all over Ohio. And those candidates will pull hundreds of thousands of votes from



the Republicans. And, whether we get 3% for Don Kissick or Travis Vought or not, we will be
doing the same thing in 2028, and 2030, and we will not stop.

We don't want to do this. We do not want to run spoilers, make elections fail to reflect the
voters' will, and hurt our ideological allies. We in the Libertarian Party of Ohio want to be
able to work with, not against, those in the Republican Party who share our opposition to
socialism, our belief in the right to bear arms, and our vision for a free America. Butin the
current electoral system, we cannot do that.

So, notonly is Senate Bill 63 misguided, but every Republican member of this committee,
and of this General Assembly, should be supporting legislation to follow the lead of Maine
and Alaska in implementing ranked choice voting for all of this state's elections. By failing
to do so, you are loading a gun, pointing it at your foot, and pulling the trigger.

Thank you for your attention.



