February 16™, 2026

Griffin Wagner

5767 Jasonway Drive

Hilliard, OH, 43026

Dear Members of the Statehouse,

Thank you for your time and the opportunity to submit testimony on SB 63. My name is Griffin Wagner, |
am a resident of the City of Hilliard. I've worked as a mechanical engineer in the Cincinnati area since
graduating in 2022 and | am writing to oppose the passage of Senate Bill 63.

As an engineer, | often ask what are the best systems for which desired outcomes are achieved. Ranked
Choice Voting (RCV) has been proven in cities across America and Ohio to better represent its citizens
and uphold democracy.

SB 63 seeks to disenfranchise the adoption of RCV at a local and state level by using a big government
overreach initiative that would prevent funding to communities that elect to implement it.

So what do communities around the world who use RCV have to say about it? One student at Duke last
year did a study and concluded “Not only are voters confident their votes will be counted correctly, but
they find RCV ballots better capture their preferences and consider RCV election outcomes to be a more
satisfactory and fairer, even when the outcomes do not align with their preferences” (Barkley, 2025).

Ranked choice voting is not complicated, and to say otherwise is to discredit your constituents, the same
ones whose wisdom you rely on to elect you.

It is a simple upgrade to the way we already vote that allows voters to rank candidates in order of their
preference, ensuring no candidate wins office without receiving a majority of support. It aims to address
the issue of candidates winning while receiving less than 50% +1 support while allowing voters to vote
their true first choice without having to worry about voting for the lesser of two evils. It is currently used
in 46 cities across the US, 3 counties, absentee military ballots and two state and general elections. It's
not even foreign to Ohio. Five cities, Ashtabula, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Hamilton and Toledo have all used
RCV at one point to elect their city councils. It was extremely successful and was only repealed because
of corrupt politicians afraid of diversity in power.

When a community determines RCV ensures the best possible representation while combating
nonpartisanship and negative campaigning then they shouldn’t have their state funding withheld for that
decision.

In the end, SB 63 doesn’t aim to protect or help any Ohio voters. It aims to protect those who have the
potential of losing power. Anything that puts more power into voters' hands should be celebrated and
protected. Is banning an election reform that helps voters what this Statehouse stands for? I, for one,
hope not. Please, protect RCV and home rule in Ohio!

Sincerely,



Griffin Wagner
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