
I;ve found that ranked choice voting (RCV) offers some advantages over traditional voting 
systems, such as: 

Create Majority Winner. Unlike the current system where a candidate can win with less 
than 50% support, Ranked Choice Voting ensures winners have a wider backing. Through 
instant runoff rounds, the eventual winner achieves majority support among voters who 
expressed preferences between the final candidates. 

Reduces Negative Campaigning Because candidates benefit from being voters' second or 
third choice, they have incentive to appeal beyond their base and avoid alienating 
supporters of other candidates. This encourages more positive, issue-focused campaigns 
and coalition-building. 

Increases Voter Participation Studies from jurisdictions using Ranked Choice Voting show 
it can increase voter turnout, particularly among younger voters and communities of color 
who want more meaningful choices. 

It Encourages Civil Discourse The system rewards candidates who can appeal across 
ideological lines and find common ground. This can lead to more moderate, consensus-
oriented winners and reduce political polarization. 

Cities like New York, San Francisco, and Minneapolis, along with the state of Maine, have 
successfully implemented Ranked Choice Voting. 

 


