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Thank you for allowing me to provide written testimony today in opposition to SB63. The
League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization that encourages informed and
active participation in government. The League has never endorsed political candidates or
political parties, and we never will. Our mission and work are rooted in empowering every
Ohioan to take an active role in shaping the decisions that impact their everyday lives.

The League stands in opposition to SB63, because it seeks to remove a tool from Ohio’s
democracy toolbox and punish local governments for seeking a way to allow Ohioans to more
fully engage in local elections. Local governments should be able to continue to make decisions
based on local needs and preferences.

Ranked choice voting (RCV) is promising and deserves a chance to succeed. Among the many
potential benefits of RCV is that it allows people to mark preferences for multiple candidates
rather than just choosing one, which allows for a fuller expression of voter preferences. Ranked
choice voting forces candidates to appeal to a broader swath of voters rather than a narrow
base. Research shows that RCV increases voter turnout — especially among groups with lower
participation rates — and increases civility and bipartisanship in all levels of government.

The most important feature of a ranked choice voting system is that it reveals the candidate
with the most support across the entire electorate. The League supports legislation that ensures
that the candidate preferred by a majority of voters wins the election and supports the right of
local governments and municipalities, if supported by voters, to choose RCV for their own
elections.

Please feel free to contact me to discuss further at director@lwvohio.org.

The League of Women Voters of Ohio was formed in May 1920 out of Ohio’s woman suffrage
movement. The League is a nonpartisan political organization that encourages informed and
active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy
issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy. The League has over 4000
members and 34 local Leagues across the Buckeye State.
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