Alliance for
Safety and Justice

Proponent testimony for HB 396: Expand the Address Confidentiality Program
February 24, 2026

Dear Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the House
General Government Committee,

Thank you for this opportunity to provide proponent testimony on House Bill 396. We
are proud to support this bill as a critical step to safety for crime victims.

The Alliance for Safety and Justice (ASJ) is a multi-state organization that promotes
effective approaches to public safety and healing for victims of crime across the country.
We bring together diverse crime survivors via our flagship project, Crime Survivors
Speak, to advance policies that help underserved crime victims and stop cycles of
crime. We have more than 12,000 crime survivor members across the state of Ohio.

We support HB 396 because it would help more victims of violent crime stay safe in
their homes through the Secretary of State’s successful Safe at Home address
confidentiality program.

Ohio’s Safe at Home program was created in 2016 to allow victims of domestic
violence, stalking, human trafficking, rape, or sexual battery to conceal their home
addresses in order to stay safe from people who may harm them. In the decade since,
this program has played a critical role in helping participants navigate their daily lives
more safely. The program allows eligible crime victims to do things like move to a new
house, register to vote, purchase a property, enroll their kids in school, or navigate court
proceedings without fearing that doing so will expose their home address to someone
who may come to harm them or their families.

However, some victims of other types of serious violence may also need to protect
information about where they live, but are not currently eligible to participate in Safe at
Home. For example, a gunshot victim may need to relocate for safety reasons and then
shield their new address from people who may come to harm them again. Or a parent
who lost a spouse to homicide may need to sign their children up for school without
endangering their family by exposing where they live.



HB 396 would extend eligibility to participate in Ohio’s Safe at Home address
confidentiality program to victims of more types of violent assault, including family
members of homicide victims. This bill has the strong support of crime victims across
the state, including our membership network.

Importantly, the funds to cover this expansion of Safe at Home have already been set
aside in the most recent state budget. HB 396 would grant legislative authority for the
Secretary of State to use those existing resources to expand program eligibility to more
victims of serious violent crime.

In fact, data from Ohio’s Safe at Home program is similar to that of other states,
showing that participation is limited to just those for whom the program can make a real
safety difference. Only a small fraction of one percent of eligible victims in Ohio currently
choose to have their information protected through Safe at Home. Based on this
participation data, expanding Safe at Home eligibility to include more victims of serious
violence through HB 396 will result in a modest increase in participation that can easily
be covered by the existing funding allocation.

For the survivors who participate, the Safe at Home program can literally be lifesaving.
For nearly ten years, Safe at Home has been providing a critical safety service to crime
survivors, and it’s time to extend those same protections to more victims of violence
who need help to stay safe in their homes.

Thank you to Representative Willis for championing this critical step forward for crime
victims in Ohio, and to this committee for the opportunity to express our support for HB
396.
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