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Good afternoon members of the House General Government Committee. As a member of Ohio
Crime Survivors Speak, | thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of
H.B. 396.

My name is Donita Brittman and | am a victim of violent crime. This issue is deeply personal for
me and the countless number of survivors who have experienced harm in communities across
Ohio.

In my own experience as a survivor of an almost deadly assault, | know firsthand how fragile
safety can feel after violence. Even after the immediate danger has passed, the fear does not
simply disappear. The thought that someone who harmed you could easily locate your home
address through public records creates an ongoing sense of vulnerability. True healing cannot
begin when you are constantly looking over your shoulder. All victims of violence deserve the
same protections and peace of mind that programs like Ohio Safe at Home Program provide.
Expanding these protections through H.B. 396 would help ensure that others who have endured
violent crimes are not left exposed, but instead are given a fair opportunity to rebuild their lives
with safety, dignity, and security.

Ohio’s Safe at Home program currently allows survivors of domestic violence, stalking, human
trafficking, rape, and sexual battery to keep their home addresses confidential but survivors of
other serious violent crimes are left without the same safeguard. This legislation would address
that gap by extending address confidentiality protections to victims of additional violent assaults,
including victims of gun violence and the family members of homicide victims, ensuring they
have the same opportunity to protect their safety and privacy.

When a victim’s address is publicly accessible, it becomes easy for a perpetrator to track them
down. Even after taking the brave step to relocate, victims can find themselves targeted again.
Without address protection, there is no true sense of security—only a constant need to remain
on guard. | have heard over and over from victims who moved into what was supposed to be
safe housing, yet continued to fear for their lives. | have also seen the deep harm that occurs
when a new address is revealed through public records, retraumatizing individuals who are
simply trying to rebuild and feel safe.

For victims of violence, safety is not a luxury. It is the starting point for recovery. Until they feel
secure in their own homes, it is nearly impossible to fully engage in counseling, supportive
services, or the long process of rebuilding their lives. That lived experience is what drives my
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commitment to ensuring every victim has access to the protection, stability, and support they
need to truly heal.

Expanding the Safe at Home address confidentiality program to cover victims of additional
violent crimes will allow more survivors to relocate without fear, establish real security, and focus
on their recovery. This change would provide a meaningful layer of protection for those who
need it most. For these reasons, | respectfully urge your support of this important legislation.

| urge the committee to vote in support of H.B. 396.
Thank you.

Donita Brittman
Columbus Member of Crime Survivors Speak



