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Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the House
General Government Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify on and in favor of
House Bill 609.

I am here today to speak before this committee, on behalf of residents like those in my
community who have been barred from holding their elected officials accountable and keeping
their local institutions transparent.

In 2023, the Lakota Local Schools Board of Education suspended public comment out of
reaction to some internal and external discord. For more than two years now, the Board has kept
public comment suspended, contributing significantly to my decision to run for our board of
education last year in which I won a seat.

One thing you learn on a school board, and what is perhaps also true in the legislature, is that the
power is in the collective and not the individual. As just one member on our five member
governing board, what I can do by myself is limited. While I myself cannot bring public
comment back, I can speak before you all today, in hopes that you the legislature will.

The ability to voice concerns to your elected officials should not vary by municipality, school
district, or township. It is in stark contrast to our democratic values that any local government
has the ability to stop hearing from the communities they are elected to represent. H.B. 609
creates uniformity in our state that affirms all Ohioans will have a right to participate in local
government through the power of their speech. Furthermore, H.B. 609 consciously addresses
concerns regarding residency requirements and the civility of public comment in a thoughtful
and appropriate manner.

Fmr. Associate Justice of the US Supreme Court Louis Brandeis once noted that if there was ever
a time to expose falsehoods and fallacy, the remedy to be applied is more speech, not enforced
silence. In other words, through discussion and debate, the truth is exposed. Not in suspending
speech or censoring individuals, but continuing the discussion so that bad ideas can be defeated
by better ones.

I wholeheartedly believe there was conscious intent as to why freedom of speech was the very
first amendment in our Bill of Rights. It is first because it is the foundational principle that
makes this 250 year experiment possible. I thank Representatives Thomas and Craig for moving
to restore transparency, trust and confidence in local governments across the Buckeye State.



