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Chair Ray, members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony on 

HB609. My name is Marc Schare and I had the honor and privilege of serving on the Worthington City 

Schools Board of Education from 2006 to 2017. One  of my primary focuses for those 12 years was to 

help bring transparency to a school district that frankly, wasn’t very transparent, so when I saw this 

legislation mandating legislative bodies require time for citizens to speak in advance of decisions, I 

wanted to offer two possibilities for improvement.  

 

First, what my school district used to do is offer public comment at the end of the meeting. Essentially, 

if you wanted to offer public comment, you would have to show up at the beginning of the meeting and 

then wait an arbitrary period of time in order to address the board for your 5 minutes. What most of our 

constituents wanted was to come in, participate in the pledge of allegiance, say their peace and go home 

to their families rather than spending the entire night listening to school district minutia. I personally 

believe that previous boards had done this to suppress public comment but regardless of motivation, you 

should consider modifying your legislation to require that public comment doesn’t require potentially 

hours of waiting.  

 

Second, after I left the board, my school district enacted a policy of censoring public comment from 

video recordings of the meeting. While there is no law that requires video recordings be made, I think 

it’s fair that if they are made, they should be complete. If not, a public body could start suppressing 

speech they don’t like, and that’s exactly what my school district did. HB609 is not a transparency bill, 

however, I believe there is much more that can be done throughout the state in terms of transparency. 

Mandating video recordings of all taxing jurisdictions is one such idea but at a minimum, you should 

assure that if a video recording is made available, it should be the complete, uncensored version.  

 

Thank you for taking the time to read my suggestions.  
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