HB 609 Proponent Testimony
Cory Wasmus, Scioto Township Trustee

Good afternoon, Chair Ray, Vice-Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and other members
of the General Government Committee. As a Scioto Township Trustee in Pickaway County, |
strongly support HB 609 because public comment should not be optional. It should be
required, especially before formal action is taken.

| am speaking this evening at the Village within our township on this very issue. The Village
is currently considering limiting public comment to only residents who live within the
incorporated boundaries. This is deeply concerning.

The Village sits inside Scioto Township. Township residents rely on shared services such as
fire protection and mutual aid, including assistance during recent snow events. Yet under
the proposed rule, those same residents could be barred from speaking at meetings where
decisions directly affect them.

The most controversial items on their agenda involve annexing large tracts of township land
for high density housing and projects such as data centers. These decisions affect
surrounding township residents through traffic, infrastructure strain, school capacity,
utilities, and long term growth patterns. Preventing those residents from speaking simply
because they live outside the corporation line undermines the spirit of open government.

Last year, during a special meeting where a major annexation vote was scheduled,
residents arrived expecting to speak. There was no signup sheet. The public podium had
been removed from the room. After a council member made a motion to allow public
comment, it passed by a slim majority. Two council members voted against allowing
residents to speak. The podium was physically brought back into the room so testimony
could occur.

Public comment should not depend on last minute motions or narrow votes. It should be
guaranteed.

HB 609 ensures that citizens have the opportunity to be heard before formal action is
taken. Reasonable time limits are appropriate, but exclusion based on address or meeting
type is not.

| appreciate the opportunity to testify



