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Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the House General
Government Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on HB
609. My name is John Picuri, President of Cortiand City Councili, providing writien testimony on
behalf of myself because I believe this is commonsense legislation.

I am serving my sixth year as a Cortland City Councilmember and have always felt public
comment periods at the end of meetings were structurally disorganized. Providing public
testimony after ordinances and resolutions have already been acted upon can be
counterproductive. Hearing from the citizens that elected us prior to making important decisions
fosters proactive engagement rather than reactive feedback.

State Representative Dave Thomas represents our community and when I learned of his joint
sponsorship of HB 609, I felt it was an example of good government. | was elected President of
Council on January 2, 2026 and didn’t see the need to wait on implementing the spirit of the HB
609. My first action as the new President of Council was to add an additional public comment
period to the agenda just prior to our ordinances and resolutions. Since January 21, 2026, the
City of Cortland has been providing two distinct public comment periods: one for pending
legislation early in the agenda and one for general topics at the end. The public has been
supportive and appreciative of this change.

HB 609 still gives local governments the ability to maintain order and develop reasonable
restrictions. From my perspective, allowing the public to address agenda items prior to being
acted upon is common sense and good government. Thank you again for the opportunity to
provide written proponent testimony.

Respectfully,

—

hn P. Picuri, P.E., P.S.
President of Council



