
Chairman Ray vice chair LaRe ranking member brent. 

 Chairman, Ray Vice Chair LaRa, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the House and 

General Governance committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony 

on House Bill 609. 

My name is Aaron Thomas, and I serve as the Mayor of the Village of South Bloomfield. 

I am here today in support of this bill because at its core, it strengthens something that should 

never be questioned in government the public’s right to be heard before decisions are made. 

House Bill 609 amends section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code to require public bodies to 

allow public commentary and testimony before taking formal action on any item. It also makes 

clear that reasonable time limits can be set and that individuals cannot be required to register or 

obtain approval before the meeting begins in order to speak. 

As a mayor, I can tell you public meetings are not always easy. They can run long. Emotions can 

run high. Not every comment is productive. But that does not mean the opportunity to speak 

should be optional. 

Local government exists to serve the public. If we are going to vote on something that affects 

taxes, zoning, safety services, utilities, or any other matter that impacts people’s daily lives, they 

deserve the chance to address us before that vote happens. 

In my village, we already allow public comment. Many communities do. But this bill creates a 

consistent statewide expectation that transparency is not just about opening the doors. It is about 

allowing the public to participate before formal action is taken. 

This legislation does not remove a public body’s ability to manage its meetings. It clearly allows 

reasonable restrictions on length and nature of testimony. It does not prevent executive sessions 

where they are legally appropriate. It does not create chaos. What it does is ensure that a vote 

cannot occur without first giving the public an opportunity to speak on the matter. 

That is not a radical idea. It is common sense. 

I also appreciate that the bill does not require pre registration or prior approval just to speak. Too 

often, barriers that seem minor can discourage participation. If someone takes time out of their 

evening to attend a meeting, they should not be told they missed a deadline to sign up and 

therefore cannot address their elected officials before a vote. 

Public trust in government is fragile. When residents feel decisions are made without their input, 

even if technically allowed under current law, confidence erodes. Requiring public comment 

before formal action is one practical way to reinforce trust and accountability. 



From my perspective as a mayor, this bill does not make governing harder. It makes it more 

honest. If we cannot defend a decision after hearing from the people affected by it, that is not a 

procedural problem. That is a leadership problem. 

House Bill 609 reinforces the spirit of the Open Meetings Act by making sure openness includes 

both access and voice. 

For those reasons, I respectfully ask this committee to support House Bill 609. 

Thank you for your time. 

Aaron Thomas 

Mayor Village of South Bloomfield  

aaron.thomas@vosbohio.com 
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