HB 577 Sponsor Testimony

Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, and members of the House General Government Committee,
thank you for allowing me the opportunity today to offer sponsor testimony for House Bill

577, the Secure the Vote Act.

Elections are the foundation of our republic, and it is important that every vote is legally
cast and accurately counted. The best way to ensure the integrity of our elections is
requiring a photo ID to vote. Of course, that’s why we already do so at polling places on
Election Day or during early voting at your county’s board of elections. This bill will apply

that same standard to mail-in voting, and that is the fair thing to do for all voters.

Photo ID is strongly supported by Americans in both political parties. It is supported by
every demographic in every state of our country, but most importantly, itis the right thing to
do for Ohio. We should be leaders in election integrity here in Ohio, and this bill will help us

get there.

| respectfully ask for favorably consideration of this bill and will be happy to answer any

questions the committee may have.

Thank you.



