PROPONENT TESTIMONY ON HOUSE BILL 577
Making Election Security Consistent

Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the Committee:
Thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on House Bill 577.
I am in full support of HB577 because it makes election ID security consistent.

Ohio already requires photo identification for in-person voting. However, absentee voting does
not provide the same guardrails. HB577 addresses this gap by requiring a copy of a photo ID for
absentee voting, aligning standards across voting methods and strengthening confidence that
each ballot is cast by the eligible voter.

Additionally, HB577 uses multi-factor verification for online voter registration, helping protect
against unauthorized changes and election identity theft in an increasingly digital system.

HB577 promotes transparency and voter confidence by ensuring that voters can easily access
their registration information online. This allows individuals to confirm their eligibility, update
their information if needed, and ensure that no improper activity has occurred under their
name.

Ohio’s own data shows that election fraud and irregularities exist. Over the past several years,
over 1,200 potential election law violations have been referred for investigation, including
cases involving unlawful absentee voting, and registration errors. Vulnerabilities exist, and | am
in favor of removing those to the greatest extent that we can.

Some may suggest that fraud is not widespread; therefore, additional measures are
unnecessary. But the standard is not whether problems are widespread; it is whether
reasonable steps can be taken to prevent illegal votes while maintaining full access for eligible

voters. Just one illegal vote can dilute eligible votes and alter election outcomes.

HB577 strengthens election identity verification where it is currently weakest and makes our
election security process more consistent across the board.

| urge the Committee to support House Bill 577.
Respectfully Submitted,

Donna Daniel
Scioto County



