
PROPONENT TESTIMONY 

Advancing Equal Treatment, Transparency, and Secure Voter Access 

 

Chair Ray, Vice Chair [LaRe], Ranking Member Brent, and members of the Committee, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on House Bill 577. This bill 

addresses important gaps in equal treatment, transparency, security, and citizen access to 

personal civic data. 

Strengthening identity verification for mail-in ballots by requiring a copy of a valid photo ID 

would promote equal treatment across voting methods. Ohio voters are already required to 

present photo identification when voting in person. Applying a comparable requirement to 

absentee voting ensures that all voters are held to consistent standards, regardless of how they 

cast their ballot. This uniform approach strengthens the integrity of the process and reinforces 

public confidence by demonstrating that the same level of verification applies in every 

circumstance. 

Today, I can easily access and review sensitive personal records in nearly every major area of 

life. I monitor my banking activity, receive alerts about financial transactions, and quickly verify 

or dispute inaccuracies online from my phone or computer. Similarly, as a patient, I can access 

my medical records, review updates, and ensure my information is accurate through secure 

online systems. 

However, there is no comparable level of visibility or accessibility when it comes to voter 

records—one of the most fundamental components of civic participation. There is no simple, 

proactive way to confirm key aspects of my voter record or track activity related to my 

participation in elections. This inconsistency creates unnecessary barriers to confidence and trust 

in the electoral process. 

House Bill 577 helps close this gap by modernizing voter record access through secure, user-

friendly online systems. Just as individuals verify their identity to access financial or medical 

information, incorporating identity verification—such as a copy of a valid photo ID for absentee 

ballots—fits naturally within a broader system of secure digital access. Together, these measures 

ensure that voters can both securely access their own records and have confidence that all ballots, 

including mail-in ballots, are subject to consistent and reliable verification. 

Importantly, this bill ensures that voters have the ability to see and understand their own 

information while maintaining appropriate safeguards. Transparency and verification work hand 

in hand: giving individuals access to their voter records while applying consistent identity 

standards strengthens both accountability and trust. 



At a time when confidence in institutions is critically important, providing Ohioans with secure, 

accessible insight into their own voter records—paired with consistent identity verification 

requirements—is a practical and meaningful step forward. 

For these reasons, I respectfully urge the committee to support House Bill 577. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Lisa Cooper 

Delaware County 


