
PROPONENT TESTIMONY FOR HOUSE BILL 577 
Aligning Ohio’s Voter ID Standards with International Practices 
 

Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, and members of the General Government Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on House Bill 577 which addresses 

important gaps in equal treatment, transparency, and security in Ohio’s election system. 

A key component of the bill is ensuring consistent identity verification across all voting methods. 

Requiring a copy of a valid photo ID for mail-in ballots would align absentee voting with Ohio’s in-

person voting standard, where photo identification is already required. Applying the same requirement 

to mail-in ballots ensures voters are subject to consistent rules regardless of how they vote. 

This approach is consistent with international practice. Many established systems require photo ID or 

government-issued voter credentials as part of election administration: 

• Mexico requires a national voter identification card with a photograph issued by its federal 

election authority, which is mandatory to vote. 

 

• India uses the Election Photo Identity Card (EPIC) as the standard credential for voting. 

• The United Kingdom requires approved photographic identification to vote in person following 

recent reforms. 

• Across parts of Europe, including countries such as Italy and the Netherlands, photo 

identification is routinely required or accepted for voting. 

• In countries such as Ghana and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, biometric voter 

registration systems issue voter cards with photographs that are required for participation in 

elections. 



                          

Countries across different regions, including Mexico, Ghana, and the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo, use photo-based voter identification systems despite differences in infrastructure and access to 

identification documents. 

While systems vary, the common international standard is that voter identity is verified through 

government-issued identification or photo-based credentials, particularly where voting occurs outside 

direct in-person verification. 

Mail-in voting removes the ability to confirm identity face-to-face, making documentary verification 

especially important. Requiring a copy of a valid photo ID for absentee ballots ensures that the same 

baseline standard of identity verification applies regardless of voting method. 

This raises a broader question for consideration: how should the United States evaluate its voter 

identification standards for mail-in voting when compared with the more secure approaches used 

internationally? 

This requirement is about consistency and equal treatment across voting methods. It ensures that all 

voters are held to the same standard of verification, regardless of how they participate. 

For these reasons, I respectfully urge the committee to support House Bill 577. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Kathleen Sue Race 

Richland County 

 

 


