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Chair Ray and members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify in 
support of H.B. 577. This bill takes a straightforward step toward uniform election 
integrity: extending the same photo ID requirement Ohioans already satisfy at the polls 
to those who vote by mail. 

The Problem: An Unequal Standard 
Under current Ohio law enacted through H.B. 458 in 2023, in-person voters must 
present a valid photo ID. Mail-in voters face no such requirement and instead provide 
only a driver’s license number or the last four digits of a Social Security number on a 
return envelope. Even if that information does not match records in the BMV or Social 
Security Administration databases, the ballot may still be counted if no other 
disqualifying issue is found.  

As mail-in voting has increased, this difference in verification standards has created a 
growing gap in how voter identity is confirmed across voting methods.  

What H.B. 577 Does 
The bill requires mail-in voters to enclose a legible copy – not the original – of a 
qualifying photo ID in their return envelope. Acceptable IDs are unchanged from existing 
law. The existing DL/ID number or SSN-4 requirement is retained as an additional layer 
of verification. 

Broad Protections for Every Eligible Voter 
The bill is carefully designed so that no eligible Ohioan is left behind: 

•​ Religious exemption: Voters with a sincere religious objection to being 
photographed may submit an affidavit instead, mirroring the existing 
accommodation for in-person provisional voters. 

•​ Cure process: A ballot missing the ID copy is not automatically rejected. The 
board notifies the voter, who has until the fourth day after the election to provide 
the missing documentation. 

•​ Free copies statewide: Boards of elections, BMV deputy registrar offices, public 
libraries, designated social service agencies, public high schools, vocational 
schools, and county treasurer offices must all provide free photo ID copies to any 
elector upon request. 

•​ Homebound voters: The bill codifies a BMV homebound ID program, allowing a 
Department of Public Safety representative to come to the residence of any 
Ohioan unable to travel due to confinement, medical condition, or disability – and 
provide both a state ID and a free copy for voting. 

 



Additional Provisions 
H.B. 577 also strengthens Ohio’s election system in several complementary ways: 

•​ Multifactor authentication is required for online voter registration submissions. 
•​ Transparent name-matching standards are established for mail ballot processing, 

allowing common nicknames while requiring exact last-name matches. 
•​ The statewide voter registration database will be publicly accessible through both 

a name-search interface and a bulk data download, while continuing to protect  
private data fields. keeping sensitive fields protected.   

Conclusion 
H.B. 577 closes a real and growing gap in Ohio’s election law. It applies a consistent 
standard across all voting methods, provides genuine accommodations for every 
eligible voter, and includes practical tools to make compliance simple and free. I urge 
the Committee’s support. 

Thank you. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Catherine B. Collett 
Hamilton County 
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