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Thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill 577.

I am William Schuck from Columbus. | am testifying as an individual citizen, do not represent any organization,
and am not paid to testify.

Honest elections are the basis of our system of government. In today's world, photo identification is needed to
verify a voter's identity. | encourage passage of House bill 577.

| suggest the following changes in House Bill 577:

1. In multiple places (lines 1153, 1180, 1461, 1771, 1798), the bill refers to a person who doesn't "have" a
required document. This wording is ambiguous: Does it mean a person hasn't been issued that document
or that it isn't physically with the person at that time? If the latter, it enables circumvention (accidental or
deliberate) of the photo ID requirement. | suggest changing "does [do] not have" to "has [have] not been
issued".

2. House Bill 577 (lines 1897—1903 in HB 577) continues current law that permits a person to provide on the
absentee ballot identification envelope either a driver's license/state ID number or the last four digits of
his/her social security number. This also permits circumvention of the photo ID requirement.

Tens of millions of social security numbers have been stolen, falsified, duplicated, or given to non-citizens.
As a result, a social security number is no longer a reliable way to verify a person's identity without
additional confirmation.

| suggest that, if only a SSN4 is provided, election officials should confirm the voter's identity by other means
(e.g., consult relevant Ohio and federal data bases) or treat the ballot as provisional.

3. Inevitably, some voters will submit a physical ID with their absentee ballot or place a copy of their ID in the
ballot envelope rather than the identification envelope. What should a board of elections to do when this
occurs? This involves potential legal and fiscal issues. | suggest considering what provisions in statue,
administrative rule, or printed materials will minimize voter confusion and give boards of elections guidance
on this question.

4. House Bill 577 requires administrative rules governing secure storage and disposal of photo ID copies
received by boards of elections. If there isn't a minimum retention time elsewhere in Title XXXV, | suggest
adding one to House Bill 577 for photo ID copies, so these documents remain available for official post-

election inquiry or litigation (not public disclosure). Digitizing them should be an option.

This concludes my testimony. | am happy to answer questions.
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