
House Bill 577 (136th General Assembly)

Proponet dĞƐƟŵŽŶǇ�ŽĨ�t ŝůůŝĂŵ�̂ ĐŚƵĐŬ�

, ŽƵƐĞ�' ĞŶĞƌĂů�' Žǀ ĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ��ŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ

March 24, 2026

TŚĂŶŬ�ǇŽƵ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƚĞƐƟĨǇ�ŽŶ�, ŽƵƐĞ��ŝůů�ϱϳ ϳ ͘

I am William Schuck from Columbus. I am ƚĞƐƟĨǇŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�ŝŶĚŝǀ ŝĚƵĂů��ĐŝƟǌĞŶ, ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ�ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ĂŶǇ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶ͕ �

ĂŶĚ�Ăŵ�ŶŽƚ�ƉĂŝĚ�ƚŽ�ƚĞƐƟĨǇ͘

, ŽŶĞƐƚ�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂƐŝƐ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ŽĨ�ŐŽǀ ĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ͘ ��/Ŷ�ƚŽĚĂǇΖƐ�ǁ ŽƌůĚ͕ �ƉŚŽƚŽ�ŝĚĞŶƟĮ ĐĂƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�

verify a voterΖƐ�ŝĚĞŶƟƚǇ. I encourage passage of House bill 577.

I suggest the following changes in House Bill 577:

1. /Ŷ�ŵƵůƟƉůĞ�ƉůĂĐĞƐ (lines 1153, 1180, 1461, 1771, 1798), the bill refers to a person who doesn't "have" a

required document. This wording is ambiguous: Does it mean a person hasn't been issued that document

Žƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�ŝƐŶΖƚ�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂůůǇ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƟŵĞ͍ ��/Ĩ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƩĞƌ͕�ŝƚ�ĞŶĂďůĞƐ�ĐŝƌĐƵŵǀ ĞŶƟŽŶ�;ĂĐĐŝĚĞŶƚĂů�Žƌ�

deliberate) of the photo ID requirement. I suggest changing "does [do] not have" to "has [have] not been

issued".

2. House Bill 577 (lines 1897–1903 in HB 577) ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ůĂǁ �ƚŚĂƚ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ�a person to provide on the

ĂďƐĞŶƚĞĞ�ďĂůůŽƚ�ŝĚĞŶƟĮ ĐĂƟŽŶ�ĞŶǀ ĞůŽƉĞ�either a driver's license/state ID number or the last four digits of

his/her social security number. This also permits ĐŝƌĐƵŵǀ ĞŶƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�/��ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚ͘

Tens of millions of social security numbers have been stolen, falsified, duplicated, or given to non-ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐ͘ ��

As a result, a social security number is no longer a reliable way to verify a person's ŝĚĞŶƟƚǇ�ǁ ŝƚŚŽƵƚ�

ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ĐŽŶĮ ƌŵĂƟŽŶ.

I suggest that, if only a SSN4 is provided, ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ�Žĸ ĐŝĂůƐ�should ĐŽŶĮ ƌŵ�ƚŚĞ�ǀ ŽƚĞƌΖƐ�ŝĚĞŶƟƚǇ�ďǇ�other means

(e.g., consult relevant Ohio and federal data bases) or treat the ballot as provisional.

3. Inevitably, some voters will submit a physical ID with their absentee ballot or place a copy of their ID in the

ďĂůůŽƚ�ĞŶǀ ĞůŽƉĞ�ƌĂƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŝĚĞŶƟĮ ĐĂƟŽŶ�ĞŶǀ ĞůŽƉĞ͘�What should a ďŽĂƌĚ�ŽĨ�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ĚŽ�ǁ ŚĞŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�

occurs? This involves potĞŶƟĂů�ůĞŐĂů�ĂŶĚ�Į ƐĐĂů�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ. I suggest considering what provisions in statue,

ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟǀ Ğ�ƌƵůĞ, or printed materials will minimize voter confusion and give boards ŽĨ�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶƐguidance

ŽŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ.

4. , ŽƵƐĞ��ŝůů�ϱϳ ϳ �ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞƐ�ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟǀ Ğ�ƌƵůĞƐ�ŐŽǀ ĞƌŶŝŶŐ�ƐĞĐƵƌĞ�ƐƚŽƌĂŐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐƉŽƐĂů�ŽĨ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�/��ĐŽƉŝĞƐ�

ƌĞĐĞŝǀ ĞĚ�ďǇ�ďŽĂƌĚƐ�ŽĨ�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶƐ͘ ��/f there isn't a minimum rĞƚĞŶƟŽŶ�ƟŵĞ�elsewhere in Title XXXV, I suggest

adding one to House Bill 577 for photo ID copies, so these documents remain available for official post-

ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ�ŝŶƋƵŝƌǇ�Žƌ�ůŝƟŐĂƟŽŶ (not public disclosure). �ŝŐŝƟǌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŵ�should ďĞ�ĂŶ�ŽƉƟŽŶ͘

This concludes ŵǇ�ƚĞƐƟŵŽŶǇ͘��/am happy to answĞƌ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͘

# # #


