PROPONENT TESTIMONY ON HOUSE BILL 577
Strengthening Election Integrity While Expanding Access

Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the
Committee: Thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on
House Bill 577.

| support HB577 because it strengthens election security while standardizing
voter identity independent of voting channel.

Requesting a photo ID is not a novel or untested concept. It is a worthy option.

* Alabama, Georgia and New Hampshire require a Photo ID to request an
absentee ballot.

* Arkansas and North Carolina require a Photo ID when submitting an
absentee ballot.

* A number of other states have stipulations for when they require a Photo ID.

See Ballotpedia for additional information: https://bit.ly/4sscL7v

In voting at my precinct, officials are able to document who | am by comparing
my likeness to my Photo ID and the required ID validating | live in the precinct.

In voting absentee ballot, there is no mechanism to compare likeness to an
established photo, to verify the person filling out the ballot is the legitimate
voter or that the voter proof provided is legitimate. By requiring a Photo ID, the
likelihood of positive identification increases.

Requiring a Photo ID for absentee ballots also remedies a loophole where a
ballot could be cast by someone other than the voter if the fraudulent voter was
able to secure the voter’s Social Security or Driver’s License number.

| strongly advocate for Photo IDs regardless of voting channel (including
provisional voting) and support House Bill 577.

Carol Setter
Hamilton County
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