Proponent Testimony

Supporting House Bill 577 — Consistent Voter Identification Standards in Ohio
Dear Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the Committee:

I’'m writing to give strong support for House Bill 577, sponsored by Representative Ron
Ferguson. This bill would require voters casting absentee ballots by mail to include a copy of
their valid photo identification.

Current Ohio law requires voter identification for in-person voting, and we like that! However
absentee voting does not have this requirement and therefore leaves room for misconduct. This
needs to change so that both methods of voting require equal vetting of voter identification. We
want to be sure that both categories of voter are legally entitled to vote.

In-person voting at the polls requires a valid, unexpired photo ID—such as an Ohio driver's
license, state ID card, U.S. passport, military ID, or certain other acceptable forms. If their ID is
expired or do not have a valid photo ID, they cannot cast a regular ballot; instead, they must
vote provisionally and follow up with the required unexpired photo ID to the Board of Elections
for their vote to count.

Mail-in absentee voters are only required to provide a driver's license, state ID, or the last four
digits of their Social Security number, without verification that this number corresponds to a
currently valid, unexpired ID. Because of this mail-in voters face a lower standard of identity
verification than in-person voters, even though both methods carry the same weight in
determining election outcomes.

This inequality leaves our elections open to scrutiny and disparagement. Election laws should
apply equally to all, regardless of whether they vote at the polls or by mail. When different
standards exist for the same fundamental act—casting a ballot—it undermines trust that the
rules are being enforced consistently and that every vote is verified with the same level of care.

House Bill 577 directly addresses this issue by requiring mail-in voters to submit a copy of their
valid photo ID along with their returned ballot. This change promotes consistency: the same
core requirement for visual, verifiable proof of identity would apply across voting methods,
helping to ensure that absentee ballots receive the same rigorous safeguards as in-person
votes.

The bill also provides a process for those who object to being photographed, and supports
accessibility by providing free photocopies of photo IDs upon request for the purpose of casting
absentee ballots.

This is a common-sense bill that aligns with everyday security practices—we already require
photo ID for banking, driving, flying, and countless other activities. Our votes deserve at least
that level of protection. By closing the gap between in-person and mail-in standards, HB 577
strengthens election integrity, builds greater public trust, and ensures fairness for all Ohio
voters.

Ohioans value secure, transparent, unbiased elections. HB 577 brings that.



Thank you for your time and consideration. | strongly encourage this committee to advance
House Bill 577 to help make Ohio's voter identification rules consistent and standard in Ohio.

Respectfully,

Scott A. Taylor
Montgomery County Ohio



