Proponent Testimony

House Bill 577 — Our Votes Deserve the Same Security We Demand in Everyday Life

Chair Ray, members of the General Government Committee:

House Bill 577 introduced by Representative Ron Ferguson would require voters casting mail-in ballots
to include a copy of their valid photo identification—such as an Ohio driver's license, state ID, U.S.
passport, military 1D, or similar—with their returned ballot materials. It also provides free photocopies
at numerous state agencies and a religious exemption through an affidavit for those with sincere

objections to being photographed.

The core question is simple: Why do we accept strong identity verification for so many routine parts of

life, yet resist it for the single most important civic act—voting?

In our daily lives, we routinely provide photo ID for things far less consequential than choosing our

leaders and shaping our laws. Here are just some common examples:

e Buying alcohol or tobacco (to verify age).

e Opening a bank account, cashing a check, or applying for a loan/credit card (to prevent fraud and
identity theft).

e Renting or buying a home, applying for a mortgage, or renting a hotel room.

e Driving, buying, or renting a car (driver's license required).

e Flying on an airplane (TSA requires government-issued photo ID).

e Getting married.

e Purchasing a firearm.

e Medical services, including hospitals, doctors, picking up prescription medications or certain
over-the-counter drugs like Sudafed.

« Visiting a casino, adopting a pet, applying for a hunting or fishing license, buying a cell phone
plan, or even donating blood.

e Applying for government benefits like food stamps, welfare, Medicaid, Social Security, or
unemployment.

o Entering a federal building



We don't question these requirements because they protect us—our money, our safety, our privacy, and
our access to services. Banks follow federal rules demanding photo ID to stop fraud. Airlines verify
identity to ensure secure travel. Stores check ID for age-restricted items to comply with the law.

Yet when it comes to voting—especially absentee/mail ballots, where there's no in-person visual
confirmation—some argue that requiring a photo ID copy is too much. Why? Our vote is the foundation
of our government. A single fraudulent or ineligible ballot dilutes the voice of every legitimate voter. If
we verify identity to protect a few hundred dollars in a bank transaction or to board a flight, shouldn't we
apply at least the same level of security to protect the integrity of elections that determine taxes, laws,
schools, roads, and national policy?

Current Ohio law highlights the inconsistency: In-person voters must present a valid, unexpired photo
ID to cast a regular ballot (or vote provisionally and later provide one). Mail-in voters only need to
provide a driver's license number, state ID number, or the last four digits of their social security number
— with no proof that it is valid or current. HB 577 closes this gap, creating uniform standards that treat

all voters equally and build public confidence.

This isn't about creating barriers—it's about consistency and trust. HB 577 includes practical supports:
free copies at state agencies for those without easy access to scanners or printers, and a religious
exemption affidavit to respect sincerely held beliefs. Most Ohioans already have photo ID for daily life,

and these accommodations ensure no one is left out.

Americans overwhelmingly support photo ID requirements because they align with everyday norms.

Our votes are too valuable to have weaker safeguards than our bank accounts or airplane tickets.

Thank you for your time on this very important matter. | recommend this committee to pass House Bill

577 and make Ohio's elections as secure and fair as the rest of our lives.

Warm Regards,

Tammy Lilly
Morrow County, OHIO



