Proponent Testimony
Supporting House Bill 577 — Consistent Voter Identification Standards in Ohio

Dear Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the Committee:

I’'m writing to give strong support for House Bill 577, sponsored by Representative Ron
Ferguson. This bill would require voters casting absentee ballots by mail to include a copy of
their valid photo identification.

Current Ohio law requires voter identification for in-person voting.

We want to be sure that both in person and mail in voters are legally entitled to vote.

In-person voting at the polls requires a valid, unexpired photo ID—such as an Ohio driver's
license, state ID card, U.S. passport, military ID, or certain other acceptable forms. If their ID is
expired or do not have a valid photo ID, they cannot cast a regular ballot.

Mail-in voters face a lower standard of identity verification than in-person voters, even though
both methods carry the same weight in determining election outcomes.

This inequality leaves our elections open to scrutiny and disparagement. Election laws should
apply equally to everyone.whether they vote at the polls or by mail.

House Bill 577 directly addresses this issue.

Thank you for your consideration. | strongly encourage this committee to advance House Bill
577 for security and fair elections.

Respectfully,
Laurie Groves
Perry County,Ohio



