
H.B. 577 PROPONENT TESTIMONY 

Modernizing Election Security and Voter Transparency 

 

Chair Ray and members of the General Government Committee:  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of H.B. 577. We live in an era when Ohioans 

can check their bank balance, review their medical records, and manage their taxes from a phone. 

Yet, when a voter wants to confirm their voter registration – there is no straightforward way to 

do so. H.B. 577 changes that, while also bringing Ohio’s mail-in voting and online registration 

security standards into the modern age. 

Photo ID for Mail-In Ballots - Closing the Gap Created by H.B. 458 in 2023:  Ohio already 

requires a valid, unexpired photo ID to vote in person. H.B. 577 extends that same reasonable 

standard to mail-in voting by requiring voters to enclose a legible photocopy – not the original – 

of a qualifying photo ID in their return envelope. Acceptable forms of photo ID remain 

unchanged. Voters who have a sincere religious objection to being photographed may submit an 

affidavit instead. And if a ballot arrives without the ID copy, the voter is notified and has until 

the fourth day after the election to cure the defect – no vote is lost to a simple oversight without 

an opportunity to correct. 

Free photo ID copies are available at boards of elections, BMV offices, public libraries, social 

service agencies, public schools, and county treasurer offices – and a codified BMV homebound 

program ensures that even Ohioans confined to their residence can obtain an ID and copy of a 

photo ID at no cost. No eligible voter is left without a path to comply. 

Modern Security for Online Voter Registration: Ohio’s online voter registration system 

currently requires an applicant to supply a name, birth date, driver’s license number, and last four 

digits of social security number that match BMV records – but there is no requirement to create 

an account or verify identity beyond that data match. H.B. 577 corrects this by requiring 

applicants to establish a secure online account and complete multifactor authentication (MFA) 

each time they use it. 

MFA options under the bill are flexible and practical: 

• A one-time code sent to an email address or phone number on file with a state agency; 

• A token/code from an authenticator app on a device associated with the applicant; or 

• Knowledge-based questions drawn from non-public state records. 

This is the same level of protection Ohioans already expect when logging into their bank, their 

health portal, or their tax account. Voter registration – the gateway to participating in civic life  – 

deserves no less. MFA significantly reduces the risk of fraudulent registration submissions while 

placing no meaningful burden on legitimate applicants who already use these authentication 

methods in daily life. 

Voter Transparency - Know Your Status Before Election Day: Perhaps the most forward-

looking provision in H.B. 577 is the modernization of public access to the Statewide Voter 

Registration Database (SWVRD). Under current law, limited voter registration information is 

available online but voters have no clear, convenient way to see their complete registration 



record – or to learn whether they are flagged to cast a provisional ballot rather than a regular one, 

and why (excluding private information and confidential records.  

H.B. 577 changes this in a meaningful way. The SWVRD website will be required to show each 

voter not only their registration information, but also: 

• Whether they are currently required to cast a provisional ballot; and if so, the 

specific reason – such as an ID number, address, or birth date discrepancy – and the exact 

steps needed to resolve it and restore their ability to vote a regular ballot. 

• Their full voting history and registration date, searchable by name through a public 

interface accessible from any computer or phone. 

Think of it this way: if a patient can log onto a hospital portal before a procedure to confirm their 

information is correct, why shouldn’t a voter be able to do the same before an election? Today, a 

voter may not discover they are flagged for a provisional ballot until they arrive at the polls – or 

worse, until after their mail ballot is challenged. H.B. 577 gives every Ohioan the ability to check 

their status in advance, understand any issues, and take corrective action – from their phone, on 

their own time, before it’s too late. 

The Bigger Picture - Bringing Elections into the Modern Era: H.B. 577 reflects a simple but 

powerful idea: the systems that govern how Ohioans register and vote should meet the same 

expectations for security, transparency, and user access that we hold for every other important 

record in our lives. We secure our financial accounts with MFA. We review our medical records 

online before appointments. We check our tax filings from our phones. It is time for Ohio’s voter 

registration system to work the same way. 

When voters are informed, when they can verify their status and take action before Election Day, 

and when the systems behind elections are secured with modern authentication standards, public 

confidence in election outcomes grows. H.B. 577 advances all of these goals simultaneously. 

Conclusion 

H.B. 577 verifies mail-in ballots with photo ID, secures online registration with multifactor 

authentication, and – most importantly – empowers every Ohio voter to know their registration 

status and resolve any issues before Election Day, from any device. These are not partisan 

measures. They are the hallmarks of a well-run, modern, trustworthy election system. We urge 

the Committee’s support. 

Respectfully,  

 

Deborah Blosser 

Delaware County 
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