Proponent Testimony

Supporting House Bill 577 — Fair Voter Identification Standards in Ohio
Dear Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the Committee:

Please support House Bill 577, sponsored by Representative Ron Ferguson, requiring voters
casting absentee ballots by mail to include a copy of their valid photo identification.

There is a clear inconsistency in how we verify voter identity depending on how someone
chooses to vote, under our current Ohio election laws. In person voters, at the polls, must show
a valid, unexpired photo ID—such as an Ohio driver's license, state ID card, U.S. passport,
military ID. If their ID is expired or do not have a valid photo ID, they cannot cast a regular ballot;
instead, they must vote provisionally and later provide the required unexpired photo ID to the
Board of Elections for their vote to count.

Dissimilarity mail-in absentee voters are only required to provide a driver's license, state ID, or
the last four digits of their Social Security number, with no requirement of a current valid,
unexpired ID. This is a disenfranchisement of those voters who must show, state issued photo
ID, at the polls. Which in turn shows preferential treatment if absentee ballot voters.

This preferential treatment undermines voter confidence, uniformity, fairness, in our
elections. Election laws should apply equally to all Ohioans, regardless of whether they vote at
the polls or by absentee ballot.

House Bill 577 directly addresses this issue by requiring mail-in voters to submit a copy of their
valid photo ID along with their returned ballot, thereby restoring equal treatment under the law.
This change promotes fairness and equality by requiring the same visual, verifiable proof of
identity across all voting methods, helping to ensure that absentee ballots receive the same
rigorous safeguards as in-person votes.

Importantly, HB 577 includes a compassionate provision for voters with a sincere religious
objection to being photographed. These voters may submit a valid affidavit of religious objection
instead of a photo ID copy. The affidavit requires a declaration under penalty of election
falsification, including the last four digits of the voter's Social Security number for cross-
verification against registration records, and allows Boards of Elections and the Secretary of
State to confirm eligibility. This accommodation maintains strong verification standards while
respecting deeply held beliefs.

The bill also supports accessibility by requiring state agencies that distribute voter registration
application forms and assist with voter registration to also provide free photocopies of photo IDs
upon request for the purpose of casting absentee ballots, removing practical barriers for those
who might otherwise struggle to obtain or reproduce a copy.

HB577 will provide the election security and safeguards that over 80% of Ohioans are
demanding.

We require photo ID for banking, driving, flying, and many other activities. Our votes deserve at
least that level of protection. By requiring proof of valid ID with all methods of voting, we elevate



our election standards. HB 577 strengthens election integrity, builds greater public trust, and
ensures fairness for all Ohio voters.

Polls show over 80% support for voter photo ID, including Ohio, because Americans value
secure, equitable elections.

Thank you for your time and consideration. | strongly encourage this committee to advance
House Bill 577 to help make Ohio's voter identification rules uniform, fair, and trustworthy.

Respectfully,

Sandra Zimmerman Bell
Warren County, Ohio



