Proponent Testimony for House Bill 577
A Comprehensive Step Toward Secure, Fair, and Accessible Elections in Ohio

Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent and members of the General
Government Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today in support of House Bill 577
sponsored by Representative Ron Ferguson.

My name is Eileen Watts from Delaware County.

This legislation represents a balanced, forward-thinking approach to strengthening
Ohio's elections by addressing inconsistencies, vulnerabilities, and opportunities for
greater public confidence—without creating unnecessary barriers for eligible voters.

HB 577 tackles several key areas where our current election system can be improved:

First, it requires voters casting paper absentee ballots to include a copy of
their valid photo identification with the returned ballot envelope. This aligns mail-in
verification with the stricter standards already applied to in-person voting, where
unexpired, government issued photo ID is mandatory for a regular ballot. The current
disparity—where mail voters provide only an ID number—undermines uniformity and
trust. By closing this gap, HB 577 ensures every ballot receives comparable safeguards,
while including practical supports: free photocopies of photo IDs at state agencies and
a religious exemption for those with objections to being photographed.

Second, the bill enhances security for online voter registration and updates
by requiring secure account creation and multi-factor authentication, including one-time
codes via email/phone, security codes generated on a device, or knowledge-based
questions. These security features mirror protections already used by banks, the IRS,
and state services like myOhio.gov. This proactive measure prevents unauthorized
access or fraudulent submissions, especially important in an era of rising identity
threats.

Third, HB 577 creates a searchable online voter record portal, allowing voters
convenient 24/7 access to their registration details and informs them of any required
actions to cast a regular ballot. This complements Senate Bill 293's citizenship and
mismatch checks by empowering voters to spot and resolve issues - like ID and date of
birth discrepancies with BMV/SSA records - well before Election Day—reducing
provisional ballots, shortening lines, easing burdens on poll workers, and minimizing
voter roll errors.

These reforms are commonsense: We already verify identity for many aspects in our
lives as shown in this list of places, events and agencies that require government issued



photo ID. Ohio voters deserve equal protection. HB 577 ensures fairness by treating all
voting methods equally, deters possible irregularities, and builds bipartisan trust.

Importantly, the bill prioritizes accessibility: free copies of photo ID at state agencies,
religious accommodations, homebound ID services through the BMV and Board of
Elections, while keeping the process simple and manageable for voters.

Ohio's elections require documentary proof for voter confidence. HB 577 delivers that
by making voting verification more consistent, registrations more secure, and voter
information more accurate and transparent, ensuring every eligible vote counts.

Thank you again for the opportunity to speak in front of the committee, and for your
consideration. I urge you to vote in favor of advancing House Bill 577 to make our
elections more secure, equitable, and trustworthy.

Respectfully,

Eileen Watts
Delaware County Ohio



