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Opposing House Joint Resolution 9 – Photo ID Requirement in the Constitution 

Dear Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the 

Committee: 

I urge strong opposition of House Joint Resolution 9 which would amend the Ohio 

Constitution to require voters to present valid ID when voting in-person. 

Although it sounds appealing to place the current photo ID and election laws into 

the Ohio Constitution, it fails to address the fact there is no photo ID requirement 

for mail-in/absentee voting.  For that matter; registering to vote, if done by mail, 

requires no photo ID either. 

In its current form, the law for photo ID does little to protect our vote from fraud 

unless the vote is cast in-person.  The proposed resolution has the same outcome 

providing no additional election security when done by absentee/mail in.  Simply 

stated, HJR 9 would constitutionally require photo ID for in-person voting, but not 

for voting by mail.  Since House Bill 458 was passed in 2023, more than 2 million 

votes were cast absentee with no photo ID requirement. 

In addition, there are many other areas of concern to this resolution that may be 

interpreted adversely such as possibly voting at locations outside of the traditional 

precinct locations and acceptance of other forms of ID. 

Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration to my opposition of HJR 9. 

 

Respectfully, 

Sue Lindeman 

Knox County, Ohio 

  



 

 


