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Chairman Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the Ohio 
General Government Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide written 
testimony in support of House Joint Resolution 9. 

The Republican Catholic Coalition supports H.J.R. 9 because it advances a basic 
principle of civic order: that the fundamental right to vote should be protected by a 
system worthy of public confidence. Free government depends not merely on access to 
the ballot, but on trust that every lawful vote is honestly cast, properly counted, and not 
diluted by fraud, error, or abuse. 

Catholic teaching recognizes that participation in political life is not merely a right, but a 
civic and moral responsibility ordered toward the common good.  

“It is the duty of citizens to contribute along with the civil authorities to the good of 
society in a spirit of truth, justice, solidarity, and freedom. The love and service of one's 
country follow from the duty of gratitude and belong to the order of charity. Submission 
to legitimate authorities and service of the common good require citizens to fulfill their 
roles in the life of the political community. Submission to authority and co-responsibility 
for the common good make it morally obligatory to pay taxes, to exercise the right to 
vote, and to defend one's country” (Catechism of the Catholic Church 2239-2240).  

That duty applies not only to the act of voting, but also to the maintenance of an election 
system rooted in truth and justice. 

H.J.R. 9 proposes a clear and reasonable standard: Ohio voters should provide photo 
identification when voting in person. The resolution recognizes common forms of 



identification, including an Ohio driver’s license or state identification card, a United 
States passport or passport card, military identification, Ohio National Guard 
identification, or identification issued by the United States Department of Veterans 
Affairs. It also allows the General Assembly to authorize additional acceptable 
documents by law. This is not a radical requirement.  

Ohio already provides free state identification cards for eligible Ohioans age 17 and 
older. The availability of these IDs, together with provisional ballots, helps ensure that 
election integrity can be strengthened without burdening lawful voters. Reasonable 
verification requirements are not incompatible with broad participation; in virtually every 
other area of American civic life, identity verification is considered ordinary and prudent.  

Voter identification is not unusual internationally. Comparative research on voter 
identification laws finds that voter ID requirements are common across the world, and 
that a majority of countries require some form of photo identification to vote. 1  

 

In this respect, Ohio is not being asked to adopt an extreme or unfamiliar practice, but 
to embrace a safeguard already recognized by many functioning democracies. 

Importantly, H.J.R. 9 also includes humane and constitutionally sensitive protections. It 
requires an alternative method of verification for voters who lack photo identification 
because of a sincere religious objection to being photographed. That provision respects 
religious conscience while preserving the integrity of the ballot. It also permits a voter 
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who does not present photo identification at the time of voting to cast a provisional ballot 
and provide identification by a deadline set in law.   

A just election system must protect both access and integrity. It must not create 
needless burdens for lawful voters, but neither should it ask citizens to place blind faith 
in a system without basic safeguards. H.J.R. 9 strikes that balance. 

As Catholics, we believe public life should be ordered toward the common good. 
Confidence in elections is part of that common good. When citizens lose faith that 
elections are honest, confidence in republican self-government itself begins to erode. 
When reasonable safeguards are adopted, the dignity of each lawful voter is 
strengthened because every vote is protected from dilution. 

H.J.R. 9 is a prudent and measured proposal. It respects religious liberty, preserves 
lawful access to the ballot, and strengthens public trust in Ohio elections. 

We thank the committee for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of House 
Joint Resolution 9. 
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