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Chairman and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this written opposition testimony regarding H.J.R. No.
9.

I strongly urge you to reject this resolution and not send it to the ballot in November 2026. While
the stated goal of requiring voter identification is one many Ohioans support in principle, this
specific constitutional amendment is flawed in both what it does and what it fails to do. It
duplicates existing statutory law without addressing real vulnerabilities in our election system
and, worse, it would lock those vulnerabilities into the Ohio Constitution, making them nearly
impossible to fix in the future.

First, H.J.R. No. 9 only mandates photo identification for in-person voting. It explicitly leaves
mail-in and absentee ballots to be governed by future or existing statutes passed by the General
Assembly. Under current Ohio law, voters casting mail-in ballots are not required to provide
photo identification. Instead, they need only supply a driver’s license number, state ID number,
the last four digits of their Social Security number, or in some cases a non-photocopy of an ID.
This creates a glaring loophole that H.J.R. No. 9 does nothing to close. Mail-in voting has
expanded significantly in recent years and leaving it without a photo ID requirement undermines
the very security this resolution claims to protect. Without uniform, verifiable photo ID standards
across all methods of voting—including mail-in ballots—Ohioans cannot have full confidence
that every vote is from an eligible, verified elector. This resolution pretends to “secure the vote”
while deliberately ignoring the fastest-growing segment of ballots cast in the state.

Second, and perhaps most concerning, enshrining these limited identification rules in the Ohio
Constitution would make it extraordinarily difficult to strengthen or adapt our election laws in
the future. Constitutional amendments in Ohio require approval by a majority of voters at the
ballot box; a far higher bar than passing or amending a statute through the General Assembly. If
H.J.R. No. 9 passes, future legislatures or governors who wish to close the mail-in ballot
loophole (for example, by requiring photo ID for absentee ballots, as proposed in separate
legislation like the Secure the Vote Act) would be powerless to do so without launching another
costly and divisive constitutional campaign. This resolution does not merely codify current law;
it freezes a flawed framework in place, stripping future generations of Ohioans of the flexibility
to respond to new threats, technological changes, or evidence of vulnerabilities. Once embedded
in our Constitution, weak mail-in rules become nearly permanent.

Ohio already requires photo ID for in-person voting under statute. There is no urgent crisis that
demands rushing this half-measure into our foundational governing document. Instead of
protecting election integrity, H.J.R. No. 9 would constitutionalize an incomplete system that
leaves mail-in ballots vulnerable and handcuffs our ability to improve it later.



I respectfully ask the committee to vote “no” on H.J.R. No. 9. Ohio deserves election laws that
are both secure today and adaptable tomorrow—mnot a constitutional straitjacket that ignores
mail-in ballots and locks in yesterday’s standards.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this testimony. I am available for any questions or
further discussion.

Respectfully,

Alexis L Evans
614-446-0784
alexisevans@gmail.com
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