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Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, my name is Steve David. | am a lifelong
Ohioan and serve as the state director for All Voting Is Local Action Ohio, a nonpartisan
group advocating for voter access. | am testifying today in opposition to HJR9.

The rapid movement on HJR9 is an unfortunate example of the legislature’s failure to
dedicate attention and resources to addressing real problems facing Ohioans. It is
disheartening to see the members of the general assembly move with such concerted
effort to put a policy that is already the law of our state into the constitution. We could use
this kind of concerted attention on our rising energy prices, massive tax giveaways to tech
companies for their data center projects, or housing costs that strain our families. We see
that this body can align its efforts when the political will exists, and | ask you to apply this
concerted attention to the actual problems facing Ohioans. But instead, we have HJR9.

There are certainly ways the General Assembly could use this constitutional amendment
process to preserve and strengthen our elections in Ohio. We could codify no-fault
absentee, a method used by millions of Ohioans, primarily older adults, to help guarantee
their access to voting and make their voices heard. We could safeguard early in-person
voting, a method used by working people of both parties to avoid long lines and conflicts
with work and care obligations on election day.

Instead, we are seeing another restriction that will ultimately block Americans from voting;
another barrier to the ballot box. Why do we not even see language in this resolution that
ensures the state offers a free ID to citizens and prevents it from turning this requirement
into a new poll tax? Instead of a good policy to support robust democracy where all eligible
voters can have a say in crafting solutions to our shared challenges, we have this rushed
constitutional amendment process to push solutions to a problem fabricated by many of
these same lawmakers.



The most revealing part of this amendment is section C, which appears to reveal the
lawmakers' future intentions. Rather than installing protections for Ohio voters, the general
assembly is telegraphing its intentions to restrict early in-person voting and eliminate the
no-fault absentee system. This committee is already hearing bills that would require older
adults to make photocopies of their IDs to vote by mail and ban the sending of absentee
ballot applications that help promote participation. No one should be fooled by statements
from the lawmakers behind this proposed amendment that they do not intend to further
restrict voting options that Ohioans deserve and rely on. There would be no need to
explicitly include language in the constitution that lays the groundwork to take these
options away from our neighbors if what they were saying was true.

Proponents of this measure talk about the need to build voter confidence, even as they
spread misinformation about our elections and the dedicated community members who
administer them. If you want to increase voter confidence, stop spreading misinformation
about our voting processes. Stop pushing anti-voter policies into the public discourse as a
mechanism to solve a problem of your own creation.

Instead, we urge this committee to use the legislative process to support Ohio voters by
passing pro-voter policies. For example, the most common reason provisional ballots are
rejected in Ohio is that people show up to vote on election day and are not registered in
advance. Policies like automatic voter registration could alleviate one of the biggest pitfalls
voters face when trying to participate. Other common-sense solutions include online
absentee ballot requests, allowing multiple voting centers or ballot return locations per
county, more weekend early vote hours, and dedicated funding for our boards of elections
through the legislative process. There are many tangible ways to build a more efficient and
resilient elections system. None of these are addressed by the resolution before us.

| urge you to vote no on this amendment, or at the very least, remove section C, which is
plainly the roadmap to block more people from having a say in their government. | thank
you for your attention, and welcome any questions from the committee.

Steve David
State Director, All Voting Is Local Action Ohio



