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Strong Opposition to House Joint Resolution 9 (HJR 9) – Incomplete Voter ID Protection 
 
Dear Ohio General Assembly, 
 
I am writing as a concerned voter and resident of Ohio, to express my strong opposition to HJR 9. 
While I support efforts to strengthen election integrity through voter identification requirements, 
this resolution falls critically short by failing to require  photo ID for mail-in and absentee ballots. 
 
HJR 9 proposes to enshrine in the Ohio Constitution a requirement for photo identification when 
voting “in person”.  However, it explicitly allows non-photo identification (or weaker verification 
methods) for mail-in voting. This creates a dangerous loophole that undermines the very purpose 
of the measure. 
 
Mail-in ballots represent a growing portion of votes in Ohio. Without strict photo ID requirements for 
these ballots — comparable to in-person voting — the system remains vulnerable to fraud, identity 
theft, and abuse. Ohioans deserve safeguards that protect every ballot equally, regardless of 
how it is cast. A constitutional amendment that only partially addresses election security sends 
the wrong message and fails to restore full public confidence. 
 
Ohioan’s want: 
- Photo ID for all forms of voting (in-person, mail-in, and early). 
- Consistent verification standards across the board. 
 
We need  you to oppose HJR 9 in its current form. Amend the to mandate photo ID for mail-in 
ballots as well, or vote against it if it proceeds without this critical protection. Partial measures 
are not sufficient when the stakes involve the integrity of our elections. 
 
Thank you for your time and service to the people of Ohio. I respectfully request a response 
outlining your position on this important issue. 
 
Sincerely,   
 

Sandra G Smith 


