
Opposition Testimony on H.J.R. 9

Chair, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the House General Government Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in opposition to House Joint Resolution 9.

My name is Heather VonWahlde, and I am an Ohio voter and resident of Cincinnati. I strongly oppose H.J.R. 9
because it is an unnecessary constitutional amendment that creates the false impression that Ohio elections currently
lack security protections.

Ohio already has voter identification requirements in place under state law. Eligible voters are already required to
provide identification when voting. Because these protections already exist, H.J.R. 9 appears less about solving a real
problem and more about creating political fear around election integrity despite a lack of evidence of widespread voter
fraud in Ohio.

What is especially concerning is the continued push by state lawmakers to chip away at absentee and early voting
access at the same time they claim to be protecting democracy. Ohio voters already face tighter absentee ballot
deadlines and reduced flexibility compared to previous years.

For many Ohioans, early voting and absentee voting are not conveniences. They are necessities. Working people,
parents, disabled voters, elderly voters, military families, healthcare workers, and people with limited transportation
rely on these options to participate in elections. Suggesting these methods are somehow less legitimate ignores the
reality of how modern Americans live and work.

It is difficult not to view these efforts collectively as attempts to make voting more difficult while framing it as “election
integrity.” If Ohio’s elections are already secure under existing law, why is there a constant effort to restrict the very
methods that help ordinary citizens successfully cast ballots?

Constitutional amendments should be reserved for fundamental rights and enduring principles, not used to reinforce
existing statutes for political messaging purposes. Embedding current election law into the Ohio Constitution reduces
flexibility for future lawmakers and voters to responsibly adjust election procedures as technology, access needs, and
election administration evolve.

At a time when many Ohioans want elected officials focused on affordability, healthcare, infrastructure, education,
protecting clean water and energy resources, rejecting harmful data center expansion projects that strain local utilities
and communities, and lowering everyday costs for working families, this amendment feels disconnected from the
issues people are actually asking lawmakers to address.

Our Constitution should protect democratic participation and public trust, not be used as a political tool to amplify
unfounded fears about elections.

I respectfully urge the committee to reject H.J.R. 9.



Thank you for your time and consideration.


