
         May 25, 2026 

 

Dear Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and Members of the Ohio House 

General Government Committee, 

 

I am writing to respectfully express my opposition to H.J.R. No. 9 and the proposed 

constitutional changes that could jeopardize Ohioans’ access to early voting and absentee voting. 

 

Ohio’s current voting system provides multiple secure and accessible ways for eligible citizens to 

participate in elections, including in-person Election Day voting, early in-person voting, and 

absentee voting by mail. These options have allowed working families, seniors, veterans, people 

with disabilities, caregivers, rural residents, college students, and military members to participate 

in the democratic process without unnecessary barriers. The Ohio Secretary of State’s office 

explicitly recognizes early and absentee voting as important components of voter accessibility 

and participation. 

 

The language contained in H.J.R. No. 9 is concerning because it appears to create constitutional 

authority for the General Assembly to eliminate or significantly restrict voting methods beyond 

in-person voting on Election Day. Even if supporters claim there are currently no plans to 

remove early voting or absentee voting, constitutional amendments should be evaluated not only 

for present intent, but for the long-term powers they grant future legislatures. Ohio voters 

deserve assurance that widely used and trusted voting methods will remain protected. 

 

Early voting and absentee voting strengthen election administration rather than weaken it. They 

reduce long lines at polling locations, provide flexibility for voters with demanding schedules, 

and allow election officials to process ballots more efficiently. Ohio has successfully 

administered absentee and early voting for years with established safeguards including voter 

identification requirements, ballot tracking, bipartisan oversight, signature verification, and 

secure ballot drop-off procedures. 

 

These voting options are not partisan advantages; they are practical tools that help eligible 

Ohioans participate in elections. High participation and accessible elections should be goals 

shared across party lines. Restricting access risks disenfranchising citizens who may be unable to 

vote in person on a single weekday due to work obligations, transportation limitations, health 

concerns, caregiving responsibilities, or military service.  Ohio citizens should not be forced to 

choose between participating in democracy and meeting the responsibilities of daily life. 

Preserving early voting and absentee voting protects voter access, encourages civic participation, 

and helps ensure that all eligible voices can be heard. 

 

I respectfully urge the committee to oppose H.J.R. No. 9 and preserve Ohioans’ longstanding 

access to secure early voting and absentee voting options.  Thank you for your time and 

consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Nathanael Hsu 


