
Opponent Testimony on H.J.R. 9

Ohio House General Government Committee

Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide opponent testimony regarding House Joint Resolution
9.

I respectfully oppose H.J.R. 9 because it would place restrictive voter identification
requirements into the Ohio Constitution, limiting flexibility for future legislatures and
potentially creating unnecessary barriers for eligible Ohio voters.

Ohio already has voter identification laws in place. Embedding these requirements into the
Constitution is unnecessary and risks making election administration more rigid and costly.
Constitutional amendments should be reserved for fundamental rights and broad governing
principles—not election procedures that may need adjustment over time as technology, access,
and voter needs evolve.

Additionally, many Ohioans may face challenges obtaining or maintaining qualifying photo
identification, including seniors, low-income residents, individuals with disabilities, rural voters,
and students. Even when identification is technically available, transportation, documentation
requirements, costs, and administrative delays can create real obstacles to participation in
elections.

While supporters argue this proposal strengthens election integrity, there has been little
evidence presented that widespread voter impersonation is occurring in Ohio elections at a level
that justifies amending the Constitution. Policies that could discourage lawful voters from
participating should be carefully scrutinized to ensure they do not unintentionally
disenfranchise eligible citizens.

H.J.R. 9 may also increase confusion among voters regarding absentee voting, provisional
ballots, and acceptable forms of identification. Election laws should prioritize clarity,
accessibility, and public confidence while ensuring every eligible Ohioan can exercise their
constitutional right to vote.

Protecting election integrity and protecting voter access should not be competing goals. Ohio
can maintain secure elections without placing restrictive voting requirements into the state
constitution.

For these reasons, I respectfully urge the committee to vote no on H.J.R. 9.

Thank you for your time and consideration.


