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Opposition Testimony for H.J.R. No. 9

To Representative Lampton, Senator Koehler, Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking
Member Brent, and members of the General Government Committee, thank you for the
opportunity to provide testimony in opposition to H.J.R. No. 9.

My name is Christine Gillespie, and | am a medical student currently training in
Ohio. | am submitting this testimony as an individual and future physician concerned
about the impact this proposed constitutional amendment would have on access to voting
for students, healthcare workers, and other Ohioans with demanding service obligations.

As a medical student, my education and training require long hours in the
classroom, as well as hospitals and clinics, including early mornings, evenings, overnight
responsibilities, and rotations that may occur away from my home county starting my
clinical phase next year. During clinical training, schedules are assigned and are often not
flexible. Patient care responsibilities do not stop for Election Day.

Because of the demanding reality of choosing to care for patients, absentee and
alternative voting options are not simply a matter of convenience for trainees and
professionals; they are what make participation in the democratic process possible.

This issue affects not only medical students and physicians, but also the backbone
of healthcare: nurses, respiratory therapists, EMS personnel, nursing assistants, and other
healthcare workers. Many routinely work 12-hour shifts, overnight coverage, weekends,
and holidays, while providing direct patient care across Ohio, 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. They often simply can’t step away from patient care responsibilities to wait in line for
in-person voting.

As someone who has worked in the healthcare system for years and will one day
become a physician, | believe we should be making civic participation more accessible for
the people caring for Ohio communities, not creating additional barriers for those already
serving in demanding and essential roles.

I respectfully urge the committee to oppose H.J.R. No. 9 and preserve accessible
voting options for all Ohioans.
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Thank you for your time and consideration.

Christine Gillespie
Fairborn, Ohio



