Members of the House General Government Committee:
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in opposition to H.J.R. No. 9.

My opposition to this resolution is straightforward: there is no demonstrated need for this
constitutional amendment, and it does not reflect the priorities or wishes of the people of Ohio.

Ohio already has voter identification requirements in state law. Existing election procedures
include safeguards to verify voter identity, maintain accurate voter rolls, and protect election
integrity. Supporters of this resolution have not demonstrated widespread voter fraud that would
justify amending the Ohio Constitution. Instead, this proposal appears to be a political response
to unfounded fears rather than an effort to solve a real problem.

Constitutional amendments should be reserved for matters of broad and lasting necessity. They
should not be used to lock partisan policy preferences into the state constitution, especially
when existing law already addresses the issue. If future adjustments to election procedures are
needed, the legislature already has the authority to make those changes through ordinary
legislation.

This proposal also risks creating additional barriers for eligible voters, including seniors,
students, low-income Ohioans, rural residents, and people with disabilities. Even when
identification requirements appear simple on paper, they can create real obstacles for citizens
who already face challenges accessing government documents or transportation.

Most importantly, Ohioans consistently say they want their elected officials focused on the
issues that directly affect their daily lives: affordable housing, healthcare costs, public education,
infrastructure, clean water, and economic opportunity. Yet instead of addressing those concerns,
the legislature continues to spend time advancing unnecessary constitutional amendments
related to voting.

Our democracy works best when participation is encouraged, not restricted. We should be
making it easier for eligible citizens to vote and have confidence that their voices matter, not
creating additional hurdles in response to problems that have not been proven to exist.

For these reasons, | respectfully urge the committee to reject H.J.R. No. 9.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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