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Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, and members of the committee, 

My name is Marcell Strbich. For the second time in two months, I appear before this 
committee to offer opponent testimony on HJR 9. The problem with this resolution is not its 
goal of requiring voter ID, but the unfair and misleading way it achieves it. 

According to the Legislative Service Commission’s analysis, passage of HJR 9 would “limit 
the extent to which the current requirements could be changed in the future.” This would 
constitutionally lock in the existing loophole, preventing future legislatures from extending 
photo ID requirements to mail and absentee voting. That outcome would be highly 
irresponsible for a Republican-led legislature, especially considering the fact this very 
same committee is sitting on a statute, H.B. 577, that resolves the photo ID loophole and 
disparate voter treatment under the law. 

Most Ohioans support universal photo ID. Yet most voters will not realize they are being 
asked to enshrine unequal treatment, photo ID for in-person voters only, with no 
requirement for mail and absentee ballots. Lines 14-16 of HJR 9 explicitly limit the 
requirement to in-person voting, tying the hands of future legislators who might seek equal 
verification for all methods. 

This approach contradicts the fundamental principle of equality under the law. While the 
U.S. Supreme Court has rejected racialized redistricting, this legislature appears willing to 
embed unequal treatment of voters in Ohio’s Constitution. 

It is especially troubling that this committee, while advancing HJR 9, has taken no action on 
H.B. 577, the bill assigned to you that would actually close the photo ID loophole and 
restore equal voter treatment under the law. Asking voters to unknowingly approve a two-
tiered system with higher fraud risk, rather than simply passing the ready statute, suggests 
misplaced priorities and risks deceiving voters. 

We have seen this tactic before. In 2022, voters passed a constitutional amendment 
requiring citizenship to vote, yet the legislature never enacted an enforceable law. Ohio still 
has no upfront proof-of-citizenship requirement. 

Asking voters to approve constitutional amendments that could be passed by statute is not 
leadership, its diversion. Constitutional changes should correct deficiencies, treat all 
voters equally, and be accompanied by implementing legislation. 

This committee has a clear choice: revise HJR 9 to require photo ID for all voters, or 
continue protecting an unequal system. I strongly urge you to: 

• Change Line 12 to read: “All electors shall provide photo identification in order to 
vote.” 



Opponent Testimony on Proposed Voter ID Resolution HJR 9 

2 
 

• Strike Lines 14-16, which limit the requirement to in-person voting. 

• Strike Lines 39-40, which create an escape hatch for weakening the standard later. 

• Pass H.B. 577 as the companion statute at the same time. 

With these modest changes, HJR 9 could deliver a fair, equal, and honest photo ID 
requirement for all Ohio voters. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. I am happy to answer any questions. 

 


